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‘‘^-D-bay for soccer officials 


This Saturday will climax the 
elections of the Kenya Football 
Federation,. (KFF) when thou- 
sends of those elected at the 
grassroots converge at iheNyayo 
National Stadium, in Nairobi. 

The elections are expected to 
be heavily contested with new 
faces talcing on the incumbent, 
whose terms legally expired last 
September. Already a s;uit has 
been filed in Mombasa opposing 
the: elections, but at press lime, 
no, injunction had been granted. 

Soccer Lovers arc crossing 
their fingers, as the battle for the 
Federation's top scats assumes 
lop gear. The arc criticised of 
having done little for KFF's 
welfare during its last term. 

Indeed,- KFF was 
characterised by leadership 
wrangles during the ferm end- 
ing, leaving little room for. foot- 
ball improvement. Hie incum- 
bent officials must be spending 
Bicepless nights as the elections'- 

draw to a clitn ax this weekend. 

It isnotbe lost on soccer fans 
that Kenya, for the first time in a 
long lime, failed to participate jn 
the just concluded African Cup 
of Nations- (CAP) in -South Af- 
rica, due to what many people 
believe was mismanagement of 
the game lqcally, 

Sleepless nig^s 

The country also missed the 
opportunity of hosting the pres- 
tigious event, -and tongues are 
still being clicked against those 
who were supposed to co-ordi- 
nate the hosting of the tourna- 
ment, 

South Africa, who hosted the 1 
Ihree-week event also clinched 




Sammy Obingo 

the title, with its national team, 
Bafamr Bafana, hammering Tu- 
nisia 2-0. 

Sammy Obingo, the incum- 
bent secretary will Facesliff op- 
position from a number of oppo- 
.fyn'ts, among them, the chair- 
tnaiiof ilieMinto GroupofCom- 
ponies, Sam Nyamweya, who is 
seeking a post in sports adminis- 
tration for the. first time. Former 
chairman Job Omino wilt not be 
contesting, 

Nyamweya has been pro- 
posed by- several branches for 
the chairmanship's post and so 
far, he musi-be the man giving 
other aspirants sleepless nights. 

The Nairobi, businessman is 
endowed with massive- wealth 
and.politioal. influence .which 
observers fee] may play to his 
advantage on Saturday. 

Nyamweya has-fo the past 



Sam Nyamweya 



one year been, making massive 
contributions to various soccer 
clubs in the country and so-far 
several KFF branches have -even 
recommended that he be elected 
unopposed as the next KFF boss. 

AmongNyamweya’s benefi- 
ciaries areClub Champions Gor- 
Mahia and the Kisii based 
Shabana PC, where Nyamweya 
is also believed- to wield total 
influence. 

Being his first time to contest 
such a post, Nyamweya will not 
find i t diffic uit since he is among 
the few entrants for die post 
whose names are still clean of 
soccer maladministration. 

Campaign fair him will also 
not be anything new given that 
he served as' >tho national trea- 
surer of the now disbanded Youth, 
for Kami ’92, which solicited 
votes for the ruling parly in the 


Alfred Sambu 


1992 general elections. 

Aspirants For the chairman- 
ship also includo another sea- 
soned football administrator, 
Alfred Sambu, who for many 
years served as the chairman of 
the AFC Leopards. 

Sambu, who has beenin foot- 
ball administration for many 
yearB, will use his past experi- 
ence to seek election and he is 
also believed to be among the 
giants slated for the 
chairmanship's post. 

However, his- past record 
could also play havoc against 
him. The last few years have not 
been very rewarding for Leop- 
ards, and fansmay blamehim for 
some of the failures that the club 
has suffered while lie chaired Jls* 
administrative committee. 

Another.entranl for the race, 
Peter Ken, who has been much in 


~ aiming party in me merm en, who has been much 

Snooker champ cues up another record 

Even If snooker star Stephen "£ 1 / .IneRamBtAiH 

Henrv carries our hlo * — OQ--Bflrnst8lH match 10-8 but a star had been- The first 


Henry carries out hfe AreSfto «H»Jamste1n match 10-8 but a star had beeiv The firjt indk^tionjliat he 

Storting, £20 million if he wljis Pour years later, in 1990, . chfmU^c^ie* 
tire greatest player of alHune. his sixth world title in 1996 - a Hendry become, snooker's dainroyantpjedietedthell-vear 
Fans of. former world ^at equally only by^twc Davis younger world champion. At21 -oldboy sal iS front of her would 

champions Joe DavU and Stove “id Ray Reardon In modem days old, he beat make a fortune out of abaliariorL 

Davis willargue they aretiiebesi hm«. ; ^ When Hendry played his^st 

Ihe game hfes ever seen. But the Hendry s game hardly has a hinmg 36consecutive matches frame 12 months later, his talent 

evidence ia growing In favour of weakneas - He is. one of a rare r ®-P l9Ce Stove Davis . as the , was obvious enouah for narant« 
Hendry, the modest young' Scot hreedVrlwlBequailyocmforlable ' * orld 8 official number one Oordoii-and Irtneto uiideSLd 

who has completely .dominated ^n^eBafe^gameor taking P- u . L ■ - what the daifyoyam had said . 

snooker m the 1990s, long pots, Andhis coolness under . Slncethen, Hendry has hardly Thepinnaoleofmost snooker 

Hendry first picked up . a P"*" 11 * 18 already legendary. r®®. 1 ) kno ^ ed 1 _°, irt of P°l» players' careers would be to win 

snooker cue at the age 12 when . 1 odme «* tiw.wortd Pp 81t »on. The hairstyle may. the world- champioiishio Fnr 

Ms parents; bought him a half- ^^P^W'says Hendry. ‘‘It ^8®* balance grow , Hendry, hU.firsMriumph was 

size-table for ChristmWHe has * amwalhoneventandsomeQne W-Iargff.bgtHetidiy squality. jOstthe start. He.won airefrat the 

beeirfe. writing -the record books wou ^ “veto play unbelievable °J\.* no , r h M ained . Crucible in 1 992, 1 993 and 1994 

ever since. snooker to defeat me - : ■ obstinately peerless. , -poor White was his victim 

. AltheteiHtarageof26.heha8 r .on all three occasions 


Sterling £20 mil lion if he -wins 
his sixth, world title in 1996 - a 


boxing than in soccer,- is little 
known in the notional football 
scene and may notbe a big head- 
ache for -the other two aspirants. 

Ken, who is the chairman of 
Re-union, relinquished his ad- 
ministrative post at the Central 
Amateur Boxing Association 
(CARA) to enter into soccer ad- 
ministration and Saturday will 
be the day that he will know 
whether he is belter placed in 
boxing- or football administra- 
tion. 

Oldtimesports administrator 
Noordin Taib will .be trying to 
recapture his treasurer's- post 
against opposition from his 
deputy, Mohammed Hatimy and 
, the chairman of the Kenya Foot- 
ball Referees Association (Kfni) 
Job Cmogo, Hatimy, a 
Mombasa-based businessman, 
will be jn Obingo 's camp. 






uvriuus aiougfl.ior parents 
Gordon-and Irene to ui idanitend 
what the dayypyam had said. , 
Thepinnacle ofmost snooker 
players’ careers would be to win 
the world- championship. For 
Hendry, his first triumph was 


M « . ’ ‘ ,nU l5W 

-poor White wm his victim again 
. on all three occasions - and then 


~ — t. - - — ' rpvui n iiiiBWUSJ 

At thotenderageof26.be has ■■ Although'snooker is rapidly . .Some.of snooker’s biggest . on all three ocoaa 

already . won • five world- ™ mln 8 m International sport " "J?® 8 “ v ® “A a tendenoy to defeated Bond : 1 

ohampfoiwhipa and won't have with tournament* all year rout id, *3Mesfruct. RutHendiy bucks . straieaioJriumDh 

, to -wony, about pitying the bill* Uia stflHhe annuol pilgtimage to ^reputation of stalled’ bad/ six years 

for the rest of hi$ life j i . . Yorkshire’s faipous«Leel city of Joy*-IU» Aiex Hig gink and The best fin* 

A riiu^irt .147 ‘ .. wSThmuT 

. hranir in iika ibot uu ..iJ from the rest, - .He doesn tdrtnki BrnnirR-nr c. l.. , .. . .. 


towjnyabout payingthe bill* 

. for. the rest of Hfo lifa*,- : , , :i . 

i A televised maximum . 147 
break in ithe 1^95 world 
championship earned him 
sterling. £147,000 and- he 
collected further sterling 
£190,000 fof .Winning -the 
toiU-namcnti defeating, Nigel 
. .Bopdl Mjin (hefinal No wonder 
.hi< Manager Ian Doyfi 
nk^hameaJui mustrious clienti 


wry made his debut at the 

'hnvln cl W | f 8hi P« * : W 6 . bWnew^OOO^iw^ , ^8 was the 147 

havsng .won four quailing / ‘ White in 

matches to get there. . . ; hid iDonsori T, 1 / 95 ““-finals: 

^ WOr1 ^® “ntberfive.' iiafoH “i ^ 

SS 'hOrths .whqi he played Hendrv. crew Urr near th«. ' T l h , ohee f^8 for people's :| 

Tbome in the first-round, ; ■ Scottish cspjtTbffidbbiirghmd * ^ qUkld y • I 

.the^ungest|rf.yerjnthehistoiy:. stiltHv.* when Hendry 


for his fourth 
iand his fifrhin 


The best final was against 

. • “ife dpesn’tdrink* smoke or 

'gamble .His only vice is spending ft?- M ' 

money on cars. 1 ’ aavs Dnutn a .-®9mposiire to win 18-17, But 

brand new &MQQQPmtai w» , SS. 1 ??. *■?' *® 147 


I . wgei .He was only 17 yews and 

:aseaaaa: ssas*^;SBtffl 3 » 

, CrucjbteT^eatre, Hendry kMtthe estate in West ^ with Ihe dexterity 

; : ■ fi • •>. . v , ■ ” ;; ^magidan'swind."..^ 1 Stephen 


I The KFF constitution 1 
however be a problem L 11 
ranresisinccitdemandjite, 
body going for the post cfn 
man. secretary or trea^. 
based in Nairobi. 

Haroun Bomett. u ci 
former YK’92 operariveK< 
gpirife for the post of the 
chairmanship. Bonita ai 
chairman of the Rift y a 

branch of the KFF and a f ja 
his lack for the fini u TOi 1 
Obingo and.Bomeu hii{ ft 
ready been supponed f M j- 
posts by several KFFbn«te 

The newly elected Soiaili 
branch secretary, Cii tt 
Birundu, earlier this weksii 
drew from the senior 
chainnanship’s post inf, vtul 
Bomett. 

Otiicrs who haremieredb 
race for the same poy ioJ^ 

incumbent assisiauinitioMiKt 

retary Onyango Alila ind it 
Nyanza South branch uents) 
John Mogaka. 

The secretary's poaima- 
traded a retired F|FA rrferet, 
GMt Otieno and the iomdse 
former Nairobi branch ctoiaa 
Vincent Radido. 

Rebecca Olela, the Kayi 
Women -Football Association 
(KWFA) secretary is vying fix 
the newly created -assisiin 
secretary’s (women) post while 
Edwin Achoch, the former 
Nairobi branch treasurer, will p 
for the post of assistant sandy 
(technical). 

Candidates will be nominated 
on the floor on Saturday and lid 
minutesurprisescouldbeswing 
However, whatever' way ok 
looks at (he situation, the matte 
at hand here is that KFF need* 
new people. and mandite tom* 
age the country 1 ! soccer. 
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■ut-throat rivalry amorii 


met confusion 


Who’s who in 


sugar imports 


James Katululu 


Two rival camps aligned to Kami 
are behind the crisis in the local 
mgar industry, thjs reporter has 
authoritatively established. 

A list of sugar ^importers in 
my possession readSJike “who is 
who" -in Kanu circles. In one 
«mp is a group led by 
Agriculture Minister Simeon 
Nyachae. The other one is led by 
Kerio South Member of 
Parliament Nicholas Biwott. 

Andas the war and conftision 
within the industry intensified 
Isit week I established that the 
jwojroups had denidd the 
« staggering Sh 
, -5*000,754.247 in unpaid duty 

■ 'm** 1 M “ ch 1994 and Apra 

• ■^ •■^'thai period, hundreds-of . 
.. thousands of ton nes of sugar were? 

■ imported allegedly as relief 
• Applies but were dumped into 
- ..Qe market, with the importers 
• ’.TOprng huge profits,. 

"be sugar was imported 
fjfogedly fo be sold to the' 
wemational Committee of Ihe 
J£;CtMs-aC RC ) for free, 
btrlbuiioh to refugees but was- 

I'S 0 ^ 0 " arriValU,e 

% Tbe -. importers- are - now 
if Jr over whb should or 
K "Otgelduty free facilities 

? r«ult the, sugar industry : 
■‘r c by^i* 1 bleeding. ■ ' 

Thureiay Mr Nyachae 
importation °f sugar' ' 
8 flf i “ bine( meeting but-a day • 
"BJbuppfltighly-cbmiected 
made 

Ids** President to plead 
WR Ua sOspetision of the h»ri . 



Powfer- broker Nicholas Biwott 


Agriculture Minjstbr S. Nyachae 


The group is said to have 
accused MrNyachaeof sabotage, 
ajguing that he was one of the 
major importers scared of their 
com petition when their imports 
aryived. 

' The following day^ 24, the 
.head of State reversed Mr 
Nyochae'a ban a contradiction in 
principle of the cabinet's 
collective responsibility. 


compnnies arc mainly of Asiah 
origin but behind ihe scenes nre 
well-linked Kanq- politicians. 
Some companies have at times 
imported their- consignments, 
distributed them and only 
acquired documents later for 
“record purposes’’, 


commodity and traded it between 
each other to case coinpl ica lions 
before it was later released 
through wholesalers into tile local 
market. 


One company going (ty the. 
name Prqbhpki Wholesalers 


Pradeep Shah, Haris bDevani and 
1 HoseahKiplagaldi airman of the 
Co-operative Bank of Kenya. 

However, on (he sale 
agreement. Mr Shah signed for 
LhcsellcrwhileMrDcvanisignod 
for the buyer. ^ Thcsale agreement 
was drawn and agreed on on 
Match 14. 1995. 

Contacted, Mr-Shali told me 
l lint he was not aware of such an 
agreement nnd demanded that I 
send the agreement to him. 

The businessman, obviously 
annoyed, asked this reporter: 
“Are you sure you know my 
signature?" 

Reporter; No, I don't and 1 
don't even know you cillior but I 
-ant sure that this document is 
real. 

Shah: Can you please send it 
to me for verification? 

Reporter: I am afraid I am 
running short of lime. Are you 
iawnroof this deal or are you not? 

Shahil ennnot say anything 
until 1 have seen tlrc documents 
you have, Please bring them over. 

I declined to pass over the 
d coy mem. The sugar, imported 
.'from Brazil, cos t the government 
Sh 220 million In unpaid tax. 

The importers operate nndci 
different compnny names 
although many are managed by 
. the same individuals. 


Details of sugar Importations 
availed to me indicate a business 
riddled with corruption and break 
neck rivalry. 

Directors of the importing 


Most of the sugar imported, 
mainly from Brazil and Europe, 
was officially destined - for 
Rwanda arid other trouble-tom 
countries within the region but 
most of it had been sold locally. 


.Limited imported 13,000 tonnes 
of sugar in March Iasi ypnr and 
sold it to Trade Wings Limited 
for $h 3 12 million. 


In some esses, two sister 
companies imported ihe 


: 'My investigations showed 
that the two companies were 
Infaci related and shared (has nine 
directors. The directors of the 
Iwo companies were Messrs 


Top iiiipon companies, 
authenticated from the Registrar 
of Companies' offices i n N airobi 
include; ED and F East Africa’. 
Limited owned by Mr A. Meraii 
arid the late Philip NdegWa, 
Kimexco Kenya Limited , owned 
by Wilfred fCimalal among 
others; Onkdnlo Limited owned 
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Grab-it-all 
untouchables 
begin to 
feel the 
squeeze 


By.Biamuel NJururl 


Kenya is never short of wonders. 
At nnc stage everyone is talking 
about the massive imports or 
goods gelling into the country 
dnly free and being sold cheaper 
It) an locally man B factored goods, 
ill us killing the local industries, 
and nothing seems to be done. 

Nairobi, Mombasa and other 
urbancenires seethe rich and the 
powerful driving huge petrol- 
guzzling limos while grabbing 
open spaces and selling them to 
Asians and the NSSF, and 
nolhing-secms to bp done about 
lire grab-it, havo-il all attitude. 
Then’ President Moi Mows the 
whistlcagainst those involved in 
national economic sabotage and 
unrestrainedgrabbing, them! lore 
is action. 

The policeanti-comiplion unit 
swiftly moves in and the hitherto 
powerful find (Ik inset ves behind 
oars as their lawyers argue over 

thejr release on bail- at times 
amounting to millions of 
shillings. 

Civil servants said lo.own as 
much ns Sh 200 million in 
personal accounts become the 
hunted, while .Olliers, known Ip 
have fraudulently taken billions 
of NSSF pensinn benefits forold 
age. expected by millions of 
Kenynn workers, go scot-free. 


The current purge at Ports 
Authority, ihe Ministry of 
Transport and Communications 
as well as the now Kenya 
Revenue -Authority costs a long 
shadow of doubt as to how deep 
the investigations will go and 
whether they will expose Hid 
“untouchables'' who hnve 
plundered and ravaged the 
national economy without any 
fern? or -reprisal! But 'as many- 
Kenyans know by now, only tfyc 
small fish gets entangled in the 
dragnet; 


. When the former MP, for 
Nyandnrua North, (he Into Josirih 
Mwangi (JM) Kdriuki, was 
constantly pecking a( -iho 
Kenyan# regime for creating “ten 
.millionaires and a million 
beggars", he Had no idea that, 
only twodeendes lalerlhe Kenya 


Ti&n ft> Page 6 
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Famine: A potential political tool 


The next 20 months will be a 
most trying period for Kenyans 
B\hce the December 1992 
mdltiparty elections. High on 
Kenya's political agenda- is a 
general-election, a marauding 
ruling party Kami that has to try 
every trick in the book to retain 
power, and a totally confused 
opposition front toying with the 
theory that politics is thegameof 
the possible and craving for an 
elusive single candidate for the 
presidency. 

As if that was. not enough 
headache for Kenyan voters, 
there is the looming threat of 
famine thatmay be another major 
concern for millions living, in 
marginal areas of the cou ntry. Of 
late Kenyans have been gripped 
by mounting -concern about 
imminent famine in thcr country. 

Indications are - that already 
thousands, probably millions, of 
people In the Rift Valley, 
northern and eastern parts of 
Konya arealready under the spell 
of starvation and are in need of 
urgent famine relief. Reports 
from North Eastern Province say 
that'some people are crossing 
into Ethiopia In search of green 
pastures far their livestock. 

Agriculture Minister -Simeon 
Nyachae has dispelled fears of 
widespread famine despite 
admission by others that the 
country is off the target of its 
national crapharves t for last year 
by as much as S million bags. 


By Blamuel NJururi 

The minister's stand is also 
against informed and nog- 
political warning by the 
knowledgeable United Nations 
Pood and Agricultural 
Organisation - (PAO), whose. 
Director-General Jacques Diof, 
has sponsored a world food 
conference to be held in Rome in 
November this year to -discuss 
Africa's deteriorating food 
situation. 

The FAO'boss was -in Kenya 
in January and met Foreign 
Minister KalonzoMusyeka, who' 
told him that the food situation in 
hir home Eos term Province (read 
Ukambani) is." worrying" and 
should the situation persist PAO 
- will soon receive on SoS from 
Kenya, 

Later-both the Vice-President 
Prof QeorgeSnitotl and Minister 
of State in the - Office of. the 
President Kipkalya Kones 
■alluded to the looming national 
disaster with, the former saying 
thatresidentsin'dr aught-stricken 
areas will get. enough food and 
the latter telling Dr Diof that the 
situation is not as tfad-as It was 
two years ago. 

Kenya may be forced To buy 
back -some of the maize it 
exported last year in a bid to 
offset a -918,000 tonne food, 
deficit created by pooryiolds last 
season. 

About 4*4 million bags- 
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FOR WANANCHI 


Applications are Invited from needy and deserving Kenyans 
wishing to pgrque professional or vocational courses In 
Kenyalol 997. Scholarships ap'pllcatlQn forms vyill be 

available at a non-refundable fee of Sh 20 from our Church 
House offices on 7th floor, Room 701 . 

Tlje Scholarships Qommlttes considers 
courses such ps ' 

J Accountancy 

- Motor vehicle mechanics 

- Tallorlng/yresslngm’aklng 

- Carpentry 

7' Electrical Engineering 

- • Farm anti range management . 

■ NUrsery school teacher training 

- Home Econorhlos/Qaterlng 

- Tour operations ■ 

- Ubrarlanahlp 1 

' ■ Medical . 

- HSIidresklng, etc. 

Applicants should note the following 

V. That the ; Scholarships ComMlttee under this 
■, pragrammedQes no] consldercoursds In Theology 

2. . Thai applicants wlH be required, to locK foMnstitu- 
: tlons vWiere they wish id train/-' 

3.;Gofripietd;tor^ jnust he'r6turned jothaSchoidr- 


,r. ■ ™ V/f-'T ■ T V sr.y ..ip wui iwihi 

afpr^ doea rxjt guarantee one a schol- 


400,000 metric tonnes- of maize 
were ex po rted last ye ar in a move 
to support farm prices, which fell 
below production costs due to 
the maize gUf following the 1 994 
bumper harvest. 

Past reports have warned of a 
looming food crisis in ihe country 
owing to poor weather and 
unaffordable farming inputs 
arising from changes in economic 
polioy.-Last January, Nyachae 
slopped exportation of maize in 
a move read by many as intended 
to forestall a famine. 

. Tourism Minister Katana 


Mbela .says his Wundanyi 
constituents and thousands of 
others face starvation due to 1 ack 
of rain in the last two years. 

Nyachae may be privy to 
Kami's master-plan to starve 
Kenyan voters* to submission- 
come next elections. 

■This may explain why in spite 
of all the hue and cry- ovor die 
potential national catastrophe, the . 
Kanu government has authorised 
the grain fanners nightmare — 
National Cereals and Produce 
Board (NCPB) - to export 
*400,000 tons of- white maize to 



Ngala a few days later ‘decried 
the ''-current food -shortage” in 
various parts of the country 
saying food production- waa 
falling due to production costa 
incurred by farmers. Mr Ngala is 
not known for his alarmist 
outbursts or sychophanoy and 
several other politicians sharing 
his .sobriety have expressed 
similar fears - some, of them 
blaming liberalisation of the 
.agricultural’ sector as a 
contributory factor. - 
Housing Minister Darius - 


Zimbabwe, This is ata time when 
Nyachae himself has imposed a 
banrpn the export of cereals. 

The exports are mainly being 
undertaken by a politically 
correct firm, Bawazir ■ & 
Company, which has in the past 
been a leading importer of maize, 
wheat, rice and sugar among 
Cher commodities. 

In many other . previous 
occasions, the government has 
authorised the export of maize, 
beans and other -commodities on: 
the eve of famineresulting in last 


minute international SoS for 
relief aid. This has been a trade 
mark of the Kanu* government 
from 1960s particularly when 
elections are round the corner. 

Prior, during and after the 1992 
general-election food was used 
as a strong political too] in several 

marginal partsofthecountiy such 
as Ukambani. where mbemba 
alias liu was a strong catalyst to 
woo voters for Kanu. Similarly, 
Kanu hand-outs became-a major 
inducement for Kanu support in- 
Luhyaland during the by 
elections of Shiny alu, Lurambi 
and Ikolomani, 

Only in the prosperous self- 
sustaining areas have been able 
to preach the political ideology 
of kula kwa Kanu, lakini kura 
'kwa upinzani although Kanu ’s 
dogma is the politics of the 
8tomaoh‘. Resistsance to the Kanu 
tactics was amply -exemplified 
during the'Kipipiri constituency 
by-election where an opposition 
candidate, won despite millions 
of shillings being-dished out and 
pledges of electricity and other - 
'development projects. 
Conversely, in ’ famine-prone 
Siakago constituency .cash hand- 

ouls and a promise for a district 
worked the trick for Kami. 

The opposition laoks .the 
•strategic and -logistical capacity 
in terms of both . the. 
administrative network and 
Btorage facilities to compete with 
Kanu in matters of famine relief 
distribution® The opposition has 
also irt genera| distanced itself 
from non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) and 
religious groups which have been 
actively involvedin famineprone 
areas, where Kanu- officials and 
its government activists, have 
(ended to make' it appear- as if 


Who’s who ih sugar imports 


FramP^el 

by Prime Bank, Ms Bawazir 
Limited,' Swan. Mills Limited, - 
owned by MrNyaohae ahd h'Mr 
Kan (aria, and Bayuauf 


; companies from duty payment. 
The said companies were 
supposedly importers of relief 
food and Olhefcom modifies. ‘ 
One auch .cqmpany, Juaan 


Investments owned again by-Mt Limited, owned, by Mombasa 


Bavyazir and Mr Joshua Kulek 
Other importer a are Mr 
. Nyaohae’s Kenya Millers, Prime 


tycoon Bawazir, .was favoured 
with importation of sugar 
amounting to 2,059,940 bags of 


CapitalownedbyBaringoMayor , special crystal sugar from Bhzil 

PhilaiVinnniMlaa.l A 


Philemon Chelagst, EdnnaruBast 
Africa of -nominated MP-GG 
Kariuki an^TYansami. 

Thereat are Mr Btwott’aBico 
of Mombasa, Mr Nyachae '.s 
Broadway Company, TS$ 
Investments of Mr Bawazir, 
Notco * Limited, , Prabhaki 
Wholesalers Limited, Justyi 
• Limited, Kalora Sugar Worki 
Limitedof business tycoon Ketan 
Somaio, EEC Food Of Nakuru, 
Capricon .Trading Company, 
Simba ' Commodities, [ Victoria 
: Biscuits; Standard- Wholesalers, 
Anchor Africa and Fchmi and 
Cpmpany Limited. ; 

. TheseTmporters did nolpay a 
total of Sh 5,006,754,247 duty, 
A- legal notice published by the 
Minister: fqr Ei nance j' m 


m 

pi 


f iw'ty«i|rfee pnea schpl- 




dutyfree. 

In ja confidential letter dated 
September . 27, 1994, .by Mr 
Halake to a Mr MX Kassad of 
Jusan Liniited,- the Treasury 
official asks the company to 
facilitate the necessary 
documents to the Customs 
Department to enable them to 
qulckly.and smoothly clear (heir 
sugar duty free. 

. The letter is an example: that , 
the well-connected firms got to 
dear their imported sugar at the 
port without remitting duty to 
tbe.government.-The firms took 
advantage offamine in some pits * 

of the country and the presence 
ofrofagedB in Kenya to- make 
ifaeir mUlionsr ' 

„ • fo; Way 1995, Mr Nywhae 
waned S ministerial statement in 


commodities imported Into the 
^connlty. . . 

;■* A while after tire tiotico 


ministry did hot have- direct 
responsibility on imports or their 
(frailty. Neither could {i contlo! 


■ H m *y- Neither wiild It conttdl 

.-EjS me remission ofvanable duty to 
Mr • (liegover^ehLhesaid^. - 
S tolhe Customs ' .. This was after MPs Railfl * 
i • ^ ^ Shikpkq ■' 


raised theissue of non-remittance 
of tax. 

Mr Nyachae said that 'only 
one of his companies, Swan 
Limited, imported 10,500 metric 
tonnes of sugar in 1994. 

The minister dismissed as. 
mere hallucinations that his 
companies were still importing . 
sugar and demanded foi 
.substantiation, 


. However last weeg, the 
minister was under pressure to* 

. resign after his ban. was lifted 
only a day after it was made. 

He has since maintained a 
low ‘profile following the 
humiliating move by President 
Moi'. . . 

Meanwhile,MPRaUaOdinga 
liafcasked the. president and Mr 
Nyachae to explain "what they 
were - hiding" about the sugar ■ 
industry. 

He said Kenyan farmers had 
sufferer} -for. a long time due to . 
corruption perpetuated by 
1 government. Officials and it Was 
time that they were told tire truth. 

. ‘The. legislator - said sugar 
foimtars ih Nyanza and Western 
Kenya- ha(i.. been -reduced -to 
beggars because they could, riot 
market their 1 produce owing to . 
the m^ssiVe imports in the focal • 
market. ■ •.,*,, •: 


they me the ones behind sflfo 

assistance given to watundu 
Some political objCrV( 
beievethatfoodwilJbe.,i ro » 

political toolinallmargin,!^ 

S!f Ten ! ly devaslat *d by * au »k 
What is surprising to may, 

• that while opposition leader 
(Democratic Party's chain* 

^ Wai . K ^ a « ainJl N ««P 
Muigau FORD-Kenya’tfltii* 

Wamalwa against Rails Odiui 
and FORD- Asili ’ s ParliaoKaujy 
Groupagainst Kenneth Matibt'r 
grassroot elections), have beta 
quick to go to court to iioptbes 
opponents, real or imagined, inn 
taking over the party leadenh^ 
none hss so. far found it viieu 
go to court and stop (heCeteah 
Board from exporting food in lie 
face of looming man-engineend 
national calamnity. 

This is despite The fact ihii 
starvation will deny them vote*, 
and in real sense curtail tbeir 
political leadership potential, io 
many constituencies particularly 
in the marginal areas, 

There is every likelihood ihu 
even millions of a hillings raised 
by theNCPB through Ihectmqit 
food exports may end op in fo 
Kanu re-election campaigi. 
machine. It- is common 
knowledge That many heidi of 
paraBtatalorganuationf B^mne 1 
public institutions are currently 
raising fiinds for the ruling piny ^ 
re-election campaign failure to 
which they may cease to be the 
so-called fat-cats. That means in 
areas wheie-foodmay.notbeio 
effective political weppon, the 
proceeds from- the food exports 
will be & strong voter pure haiin i 
power - t trade that -Kanu baa 
perfected over the yean. 

Such areas will Include 
oppoiition strongholds aooh si 
ther Central Province where iRe 
f bulk of thousands of lea and 
•coffee farmers. have had their 
-backs broken - through low 
payments to starve them « 
economio-cum-politlcel oower. 

While such food as nlilk l* 
being userfin Kanu zonea of fo 
.cbntraVRift Valley: the northern 
parts, including north eastern 
parts of the country, 

Turn to Patti! _ 

PCEA builds 
maisonettes 

for rental 

The Presbyterian Church of Bad 

Africa has bbilt a Sh I3milwj 

■estate for rental in South C. am 

last week thecontractorolucU^ 

handed over the maisoneae* w 
the -PCEA General A«emuy 
officials. , . i. 

During the oocaaiou-tM 

Moderator, the Rt Rev Baiuri 

Muindi said that the church w« 
not only conoenlraling, 

attssa- 

I thanked lh6Con } [ft ^^ 

ajob well-done. It took oney 

to compile theiwoje® 1 - .t, 

.Accompanying 

| General, the Rev m „ 
j Mwanlki, the 
; Foundation Secretary* ^ 

i v Wanjohi, and. another oft 

[ ■ Mr Samuel Gitbegi- 


art; ft, Murcli I - 15 , 19 % J 
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Icharia dismisses Githunguri as ‘mere trickster’ 


Kismbaa Member of Parliament 
Kxmau Icharia. says he is not 
icnedof business tycoon Stanley 
MungaGilhunguri's intention to 
contest the parliamentary scat 
next year. 

Mr Icharia dismissed Mr 
Githunguri 's announcement as n 
mere trick to acquire funds from 
the ruling party, Kanu, in the 
name of vying for the seat. 

The Kismbaa MP laldTargct 
on telephone that the area and 
Kiimbu district at large were 
opposition zones. 

"Kanu has no place in 
Xiambaa and I'm sure -Mr 
Oithunguri knows ns much*. H>* 


By James Katululu 

must be excited because of the 
little money he has been giving 
to the youth to solicit their 
support," Mr loharia said. 

The MP said that the few 
development projects the 
businessman was engaged in 
were being funded by taxpayers' 
money which he had been 
acquiring due to his “good 
connections in Kanu.” 

He said wananchi in the area 
would not be hoodwinked by the 
likes of Gillumguri and Kurin 
Knnyingi (the Kiambu Kami 
branch chairman). 


Last weekend. Mr G itliungur i 
said he wuuld oppose Mr I v. harm 
on a Kanu ticket during a rally m 
Kururi also attended by Mr 
Kanyingi. 

He said he had initiated many 
development projects in the area 
even before joning active politics 
and was optimistic that he would 
easily defeat Mr Icharia m the 
elections. 

Mr Icharia. who went to 
parliament for the first lime in 
1992 on n FORD-Asili ticket, 
accused the two Kami politicians 
of using money to “buy” ihe 
youth to Httcnd their meetings. 

“These people have been 


Kanu to take all 3 
seats in by-elections 


Kanu is lipped to comfortably 
win lha Ihrec parliamcntaiy by- 
elections scheduled for March 
14 astheopporition has indicated 
little inleresi in them. 

Kanu's candidates have 
garnered massive support against 
-fair opposition challengers. 

The three scats arc Kerio 
Cental], Turkana Central and 
Kibwezi, whose aspirants were 
nominated last week. 

ITie Kerio Central seat' fell 
vacant following the death of Mr 
PaulRutoChepkok laslyear. The 
Turkana Central one fell vacant 
u a result of the death of Mr 
Peter Ejore early this year. 

In Kibwezi, the immediate 
formerMP and Democratic Party 
ofKenya national vice-chairman, 
Mrs Agnes Ndetei, decamped 
fromlhe opposition to the ruling 
party a month ago. 

A» campaigns for the by- 
eleclions gained momentum, Mr 
Elijah Sumbeiy wo of Kanu was 
only wailing to be .confirmed as 
MP on March l4.Theopppsiiion 
did not nominate a candidate for 
taseat. 

The former commandant of 
ihe Presidential Police Escort 
beMlhreeolherKamiconleslnnls 
<P clinch Jhe nomination on 

February 22 . • 

Mrs Ndefei was nominated 
unopposed after a request by 
President Doniel arap Moi on Ihe 
day- she defected.. . 

, - The DP has- nominated its 
. branch chairman, Prof Paul 
.Sumbk to run for the sent, 


By Jamea Katululu 

although the party's national 
headquarter has shown little' 
interest in it. 

In Kerio Central, Mr 
Sumbciywo easily beat his three 
rivals- after a former managing 
director of the inoribUndRivalex, 
Mr Tljomaa Bore, pulled out of 
the race throwing his support 
behind the former police boss. 

Mr Bore had the support of 
powerman Nicholas Biwolt, who 
is the local -Kanu branch 
chairman. However, Mr Bore, in 
n surprise move, pulled out of the 
race after Mr BiwotL publicly 
-announced that he would not 
support any candidate. 

Mr Sumbeiywo, who at 
retirement was a senior Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, has in 
the. past locked horns with Mr 
'Biwott, and Ihe former energy 
minister is believed to have 
played a major role in his early 
rctircmcnl lust year. 

Observers had indicated that 
Mr Biwott would ensure that the 
former head of President Moi’s 
security team was not elected, as 
he was likely to overshadow him 
in (he district’s polities. 

Various groups in Keiyo and 
Nandi districts protested B i woil’s 
involvement and told him to keep 
o IT the affairs of theconstiluency. 

Indeed, voters turned hostile 
when the former Energy Minister 
made n brief appcanmcc on the 
nomination day, forcing his 
security team to whiskhiin uwny. 


using money from the 
government to play cheap publics 
in Kiambaa but they arc dreaming 
if they ihink that will earn ilium 
political support." the legislator 
said. 

He said the two svere lucky 
lohave “all the Kanu propagmula 
machinery" svlucli they were 
. vising toshow their " ‘pay masters" 
1 that they had enough following 
in Kiambu district. 

“Kenyans have seen the 
cosmetic development projects 
tluil Kanu has tried to initiate 
during by -elections in places like 
Kipipiri and they will not be 
hoodwinked with these cheap 


things.” Mr Ichuriu said and 
claimed thru Mr Githunguri nnd ; 
Mr Knnyingi bad transported 
youths front Li mn m . Gitliu ngur i . 
Kikuyu and other neighbouring 
areas to attend the Karuri 
meeting. 

He said (lie youth Imd been 
paid between Sh 100 to 200 to 
intend the meeting and boost the 
two politicians 1 images. 

"I know for sure thni these 
people were trails ported from 
outside because at the lime of ihe 
meeting, we wcreconductingour 
elections in the neighbourhood 
and saw these people being 


bruugltl." Mr Mturwi dieted. 

Asked dhuut his party’’; 
stability, Mr Icliarin uid FORlJ- 
Aftih was titlaci and would he 
even .stronger once (lie un-guiitg 
grassroot elections arc 
concluded. 

He was oplimisiiu thul party 
cluiirman Kcnneih M aliba would 
work with his opposition 
col leagues once the modalities 
of picking a single opposition 
candidate to vie for the 
presidency in the next general 
elections were finalised. 

He wns convinced dial the 
majority of Kenyans were 
supporters of the opposition. 


He reportedly Hew out of Ihe 
country almost immediately. 

In Turkana Central, Mr 
Emmanuel Imana, a farmer MD ! 
of the Milling Corporation of 
Kenya will contest for Ihe seal 
ogainBt any opposition candidate, 
who had, however, not been 
nominated by the time we went 
to press, ’ 

In Kibwezi, Mrs Ndetei has 
an upperhand against her . 
challenger given that her 
Makueni district is 
predominantly -a Kanu area.-She 
waa one of those MPs elected 
during Ihe 1992 general elections 
as a person, rather than the parly 
that had sponsored her. 


She will capitalise on her past 
record as area MP since 19&8 
and ruling party operatives, both 
in Makueni and Mnchnkos, ure 
likely to . camp in Kibwezi to 
convince voters to return her to 
parliament. 

• Whatever the qutcome of the 
three by-elections, 'there is likely 
to bo political tremors in Kerio 
Central, as Mr Sumbeiywo gels 
to do battle with Mr Biwott while 

Mrs Ndetei lakes on her former 
compatriot in the sixth parliament 
for political supremney in 
Makueni. if elected. 

Turknnu Cent ml will register 
u quiet by-clcciion. 
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Singing for 
the Lord 

Harley Slim Thompson) Qpcc n 
music star in clubs, television 
and radio, today sings for the 
Lord. 

The born-again American 
cleric spends much of his lime 
(ravelling not only in Ihe United 
Stales, bnt all over ’the world • 
preaching the good news of the 
living Christ . He is photographed 
(left) preaching and singing at a 
recent crusade in Dandora. 


For the discerning 


Commentary 

on ihe 

Constitution 

of , 

1 Kenya 


Artists to hold street festival in June 


• lawyer 

* member of Parliament 
■politician 
■political scientist 
• political observer 

• party activist 

• civil servant 
■ teacher 

• Kenyan reader 
■ everyone interested in 
Constitutional Reform 


]ta fim-evet Kenya street arts 
JJM vdB be held .in Nairobi 
June arid July .this year. 
Aceordini to Wambni. 
«reiip«sofl of the 
^^IxurtchedKeny&n Artiats - 
r organisers 
•JWfonction-— orieunqjOTatreet 
J^P^kinthedtyceQtrewiU 


artists, musicians, 
oomedisns, minties and.' 
■^WtorigotherevviUeduoatef 
,?!? l P fa *ain Kenyans, she said. 

was ripe for arti 
, :r fa- "ought out- to the- local 


Fred Ndung’u 


■ people from- the limiting' and 
exclusive galleries. 

The June-Juty function will 
coincide with the*. UN's 
Environmental Day exhibition. 

Ms Minima was addressing 
, artists and art-iovers during the 
monthly aitiats’.ftyumorganiscd 
courtesy of the British Counril. 
■She revealed that the- Kenya 
National Theatre (KNT) 
.management had agreed to host, 
, ’snorts exhibition one Saturday 
- every month featuring only KAA 


members’ works. 

Thefirstertiubltion will be on i 
March 30. Other activities that 
the KAA has planned include . 
having works of art exhibited at 
the Arboretum (art in the park) 
everySunday afternoon; forming ■ 
anon-govemmenta] organisation 
to assist artists, and engaging in 
ftind-raising activities. 

Ms Murima said (he KAA 
Would, lobby for- artists- so that- . 
they oan benefit from arts- • 
festivals locally and abroad. It 
willialto ftindttaua on artists’ 
behtdfi. . . 


* She appealed to artists - to 
donate- their works during the 
KNT exhibitions to generate 
funds for KAA. 

During- the forum, Ms' 
Murima was re-elected as KAA ; ' 
chairperson^ Dr Mazrui- 
Orchardson, -vice chairperson; 
GiluraMwaura .-secretaty ; Rhode. 

Miichoki- assistant secretary; 
Anthony Ngondo, treasurer; and ' 
Obvtra Adonijah, assistant 
.'treasurer. . ' > 


P. H. Okonclo 


Just Released at a Special Intnuim taiy Offer of ' Ksh . -100 :■ 
1 Ntnr Available Jtom Ijeatlia, i* Ihmkxetlerx. 
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The truth shall set you free’ 


Welcome development 
from United States 

There is no doubt that Kenya will attract more foreign, 
investment and assistance when greater political 
transformation and amove vibrant democratic governance 
arc seen to be in place. This has been the message from, 
representatives of donor countries in Nairobi and in 
metropolitan capitals of the West. 

Japan too has come out strongly in support of regimes 
that adhere to the rule of law and. respect for human 
rights. 

What, however, will propel outsiders to put their 
money in this country is proof Ih'aL the government is 
determined to pursue its own development priorities 
having pulinplacc Instalments llutt respect and encourage 
the worth of an individual, thus encouraging him/her to 
engage in self-determination. 

The disappointment with which Africa is perceived is 
reflected by the decrease in official development 
assistance in the past few years. For instance, this 
assistance dropped from $16.7 billion in 1990 to $15 
billion in 1994. The disappointment is further enhanced 
by the realisation that donor sponsored economic reforms 
and projects cannot work without the borrower's 
commitment. 

. While a country like Japan is yet to suffer from donor 
fatigue, others like the United States arc targeting 
particular countries in which to encourage investment. 
The US has come up with a policy document tided “A 
Comprehensive Trade and Development Policy for 
Countries of Africa" which asserts that the US business 
has waited too long to move into the continent and must 
now challenge Europe’s long-dominant position in the 
continent. 

Currently, ihe US enjoys.only 7.7.per cent of Africa’s 
import market compared with Europe’s 4*1. percent! " 

As proof that the Bill .Clinton administration Is 
determined to increase Us commercial interests in Africa, 
US Commerce Secretary Ron B rown tpurcd eight African 
countries. Including Kenya, .Uganda, Ghana, Botswana 
and Cote d'Ivoire to "boost tfade rind investment tics 
between, the United States and a continent which has 
long been Europe ? s preserve." 

Golng.by the development of the, last few 'years, the 
mood in Nairobi is upbeat. Exports to the US have-been 
clinxbing steadily., from $23 million In [992 to $55 
million in 1994 while Imports rose by 21 per cent 10$ 
139 million in the same period. . .. .. / ; ; 

This trend follows the step-by-step liberalisation of 
the economy, ‘mainly the -fOrcjgn exchange, and price 
regimes, cutback on public sector employment, freeing' 
of commerce unil industry frptn government stranglehold/ 
belter budgeting and witi-cbrru‘ptlpn endeavours. 

These arc the developments attract! ng the US presence. 


'IF THAT IS All 4OT N 
WANTED, W(J CAM 
develop IT ON ‘('OUR 
OWN! 


NOW,DEAK,WH¥ 
DID W& ASK 
FDR IT? > 
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■maikct forces lo rule., 1 , .. . ■ ! 

Kenya, like President lyibj told an investors ' meeting 1 
lu Nairobi last week, js oilj: to attract ahj encourage 
fprelgn investment. In Uielasuwo years it hascprjsisicntiy: 
removed the stumbling block In the way of foreign - 
■investment^ i. ... . ... . '<■ ;■ \ ‘ > ■>. V 

• it is , now jyoi’kjng har^ on '(he -iniprpyer\jcnt ; of the" 
cgWliy’s irnag^ . through 0 frprLs sucii’ , ongoing’. 

In MOjnbasa 'Jflpri afttl/ai tuq > 

1 •• ; -. ■/ ■ ; ; £ ^ •' ! .; : V ' ci ■•'■v * • 

1 " lh*- 

rQ^jjn ' I rivc^iors be' 

Expected, aUfor. fbe^d of ;Ute'eouritry and thd man in' 






Kerlcho hospital 
plot grabbed 

It is saddening that an eight-acre, 
plot belonging lo Kericho District 
Hospital has been grabbed by a 
senior-public official who is now 
busy fencing off ihe plot and , 
cutting down treesi 
indiscriminately. 

The grabbing must have been 
okayedby the godfathers because 
a GK bulldozer is being used on 
the site. 

- The Kericho people request 
President Daniel arap Moi to 
intervene by cancelling the uiifsir 
allocation. He should also 
discipline the official including 
the District Land. Allocation 
Board. •> 

It -is also interesting to note 
that councillors from municipnl 
council are yet (o raise their 
voices against this grabbing. It is . 
only logical to conclude that the ' 
councillors must have been 
rewarded by the some District 
Land Board withmunicipal plots. . 

* Edwin Ktmetto, 

Chairman, Kericho District 
Co-operative Union . . i 

MWanglVmaglc’ 
fails the test 

For quite some lime, l admired 
former city iqayor and Sfqrehc 
Member of Parliament Steve j 
Mwangi. 

He emerged as Mr Clean arid . 
Innocent upon election as the No ‘ 

1 fajltqr of flic biggest metropolis • 
in. this country,- . 

• t • Even when it wns alleged that ; 
'he wns a frequent ugnli cater at , 
State House and his quip that he ; 
nle pilau not ugali , I did. not < 
doubt, (hat Mwangi visited the 
head, of stale irt. his official 
capacity. . . 

. Recently, he made history by: 
becoming, the first. WP in this 1 
county to voluptnriiy resign arid 
convinced Kenyons (at that lime) 
ihpMiu wns fbd up vfitji.n $h 
■70,OQfymorifoly salary foif 'dofag •, 
. riotliiiig for hls’consiitttenis; # 

. . Then he lot Ihe, cm.. out by 
1 ^tending his Services lotho Kahn . 
leadership. , . ■ ■: •' 

And I felt betrayed by -ahum 
: l regarded highly. To me he wns. »‘ 
i i hearer a; rolofoodol ihali tlui. lot 
r (hol ^cnll lenders. Todny I kjtow 
Itclior/Mny be like hi - said he . 
wits ijot 'Cn{ing ^r;/r bui pilau 
.wirti'ijoU of spiccs of. either 
JliaiertfilorfinrinCi.il itniiirc. j 

Vyjialevyr’ Hie' .cjwcj 'Steve 
(tfwiingl * magic' wu pnili jng bull , 
Cheap ii nd ;.we 1 1 ifcn'k'O I n[ C<! 
puratbiiy p)oy! DKgh.siint.iJj n't 
,J|I i'Mrtaii KUUiyMncUi^os., 

‘ :mV. ll-. . ’ •'-.r - ; 


The Editor, 
Target, 

Box 45009 
Nairobi. 


Aids is ‘God’s punishment’ 

Many Kenyans are worried by are of verypoorquality compared 
Aids (the Acquired .lmmuno- to those • available in the 
Deficiency Syndrome) And what developing world. 


Many Kenyans are worried by 
Aids (the Acquired .Immuno- 
Dcficiency Syndrome) And what 
kind of people it kills since 
officially no important Kenyan 
has died of tlie disease. 

Closely associated widi ihe 
fenrs of contracting Aids ore 
contraceptives such as condoms 
which arc said to prevent its 
spread among users and a means 
of birth control. 

Whatever the pros and cons 
are for the use and application of 
condoms in Ihe invention of the 
spread of Aids, there are some 
basic considerations that need to 
be taken into account by those 
offering (hem and (he users as a 
whole, Such considerations 
include the ‘origins'or Aids and' 
the failure so far by international 
resenrehers and drug 
manufacturers to develop a cure 
or immunological drugs despite 
Lite advances 'in medical Holds. 

Aids, whatever its origin, 
appears lo havocomo ns a natural 
mankind’s checkmate as we reap 
intp Ihe 21st Century. Human 
efforts to control its ravages on 
die world population- appears jo 
be .a long way -to come.- 

The Kenyon experience has 
been that some of those infected 
with HIV will generally mnintnjn 
sexual relationship with many 
partners before they are fully 
aware of the dangers they post to 
others oif even whcii' they are 
fully, aware, prior lo developing 
full blown Aids’." ■ 

». There- ' have been ; top 
millionaires . businessmen. 
. politicians and other Kenyans of 


' Faced with the prospect of 
contracting Aids or unwanted 
pregnancy, whaL would be the 
best approach? For married 
couples, 1 strongly suggest zero- 
grazing and natural methods of 
pregnancy prevention. Some may * 
argue that zero-grazing cPnld 
contribute to population increase, 
which is a possibility, but if strict 
discipline incorporates the 
element of abstaining, the results 
would be tenable. 

As forlhc youth, which is Ihe 
group in grenter danger of .the 
Aids menace. I suggest that they 
abstain from experimenting on 
sexual relationships until they 
arc old enough and ready to 
assume the responsibilities of 
thciF own homes. 

There arc too many youths 
ending up as single mothers who 
do not even live to bring up their 
innocent children. Some lose 
(heir prospective husbands to 
Aids or die of the disease before 
they can start a home of their 
,own. 

, . There is lilllc doubt that Aids 
will be with thc-human race for 
somo years lo come, In fact, this 
is disease may wipe out 50 per 
cent of the world's 4 billion 
people before it dies our eVen 
with Ihe discovery of curc'dmgs, 

■ : My conviction is that nature 
has its own -way "of balancing 
human, animal, plant or any other 
population oil earth and man 
pannot control -the natural 
mechanism, tf anything. When 
•man. has interfered with the 


^ |ng|i public^standihg who have .man., has interfered wilh thc , 
: W.astod away rtt the full^I^ of ■ qnuiral prder, oF.thlngs/ it has! 
. .colleagues only to. did and resulted in wlverse effects jsuch 

their deaths attributed to anything as res istonce to,' disease or pest 

. else du l Alps. ■ ; .j * control ns well as dantage to the 

■ Thnt way thc gcJierftl public ' eco-syslems.' ; ■ • 
is made io believe that Aids dries ) hold stroilgiy that Aidscoiild 

: itol k\U ,, ut\portQ>\t , peoplc. Such ‘-be God'S weopbn hgnlnat errant 
I «it nudes; have . ■encouraged hrimmi.mric that Had dcfibdHis 

-aspect oariicrti qtriny of ihem icadrpngs ns Contained iri ttke- 
.healthy, ■ id thijtk that Coitdoms Blblb and other ; religious 
‘Cnn pruieci them rront sprchding < scriptures. Arid mrih shall pay fQr 
IhcJallcr disonsQ, ! -his Jsin.' In Bhrirt,. stick tri'ke’ro- 

. Oii^foty, there, wiiq doubt . 'grazing , and keep' GadV'ten 
, Uml, the quality of bdijdom.s . - cbmmnndmcrils. ’ 
..-manufactured for usolii the' Tltird . " j.-- * \ , , 

i I.WulfJil.; :'o l' l wl)icli ■ Rqriyu i* ^i. 1 ^ -. • MvftW 

:omCnihCr..' arc jiu^a, production ' : - ^ ^ ssiftantM l/ilster / or 
iuniisri^ox pori.Asa result, (flaliy,. ^ i .Agriculture. 


We expect more 
from Judiciary 

Tltc judiciary should serve u the 
, country's bastion of justice. 
Unfortunately there is very Lille 
coming, from that end when 
things, including those .judicial, 
go wrong. 

You -need only lo visit court 
corridors to witness bribes 
changing hands as the police and 
prison wardens compete to 
dispossess the innocent citiieu. 

Recently, Ihe commanders of 
banking and finance houseiwne 
treated to a one hour engagement 
by the Chief Justice and his 

judicial officers raising questions 
of future imparti ality should there 
be a case adversely effecting or 
touching oii the banks end 

finnnclalinslitutionsrepreienled 

in that meeting. 

Judges and inagisltalet 
Should ordinarily not be seen to 
socialise in public. Given thelriwl 
of society -evolving in this 
country, for judges and junior 
judicial officers io be seen 
fraternising with the money 
rollers of this world is to invite 
question marks. 

There is already some 
rumblings that Use dispenser* of 
justice are being compromised 
cither by their seniors or by the 
■ executive.: Barrack OdhlamM 
■ I Vfltaw. 

’Shootings are no 

.answer to crime 

I was visiting your country r wlw» 

I came across a copy <« 5^ 

• newspaper with i report jn«* 

concent expressed by ll^ 

• Human Rights Comm***- 

1 The report covered the sec- 
ond quarter oflasl year tnwhKn 

38 ex-judicial killin^.bytwi®’ 
lice were recordedT 

" Wliile disgusted by lliel^ 

fogs as n. visitor, one gtf* J* 

. jmprtsaion. is the human nghB 
organisation says, that 
is o u L to stop crimi nal ac^**** 1 
. ttw-saciety. . . ■„ 

.However, my gut torn “ 
font there must be anolhor waye* 
dofog it by a police fer^ . 

..i mputed as. the best- trained, w 

disciplinedin Africa. . 

. . ' ‘ Shootings, in l| |6 f 8 ®? L- 

.■.'estates, leave, ti had JL. 

coitptry’s.image-andif)^ iwJ 
.thit ypu will altractmiprcvis w 

. by giving the wpnmM 

. is befog takpn eam o^ ^ 

f Rpcent visitor front !i> ^ 


. . v ; •.* i ' .. • 
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National News 


Maathaj 

By St aff Report _ Gunnin 


By Staff Report 

President Daniel arap Moi has 
heen asked to intervene in the 
ongoing war on suspected 
manuals for “none of us is safe 
uiy where in this country until all 
of us are safe everywhere." 

The plea is in a letter to the 
president by the co-ordinator of 
ihe Green Belt Movement. Prof 
Wtntari Maathai thmuah the 
former head of the civil service 
jnd secretary lo the cabinet. Prof 
Philip Mbilhi. 

The internationally renowned 
environmentalist fears that any 
policeman with a grudge against 
i citizen could easily kill and 
allege dial the victim wns a 
■.^peeled robber. 


“The responsibility. oi the 
police force is to arrest those 
who threaten law and order and 
to deliver them to the process of 
justice. Taking the tow into their 
own hands- is therefore 
tantamount to mob justice," Prof 
Maathai told the president in her 
mid February letter. 

The letter came in the wake 
of the gunn ing do wn o f a uspec ted 
robbers by die police following 
the introduction of hotlines 
through which people can 
confidentially report crime or 
inkftded crime lo the police. 

A number of people, 
including a domestic labourer in 
Xiambu, havebecn gunned down 
on suspicion that they are 
criminals. This has aroused 
public outcry forcing the 
Commissi oner of Police mid the 

Kenya, UK 
sign Sh 1.7b 

agreement 

By a correspondent 

A Sh 1.7 billion -aid agreement 
hu been signed between- Kenya 
And Britain. 

The money will be used to 
jsisi tho Kenya Family Health 
Project and small enterprises. 

• Together with the European 
onion, the British government 
•re supporting $ £23 million 
family planning .project to 
wovjdc contraceptives to the 
Nwpaopfc. ' 

P>W0t aleo encourages 
W supports' several, non- 
yy nmcntal organisations to 
JJjk fo foe-family planning area 
will reduce the burden on 
« Ministry of Health, ■ 
l. 7?? * dd i^>nal£7 n)i]llon is to 
**|lVeo- to-'sihall enterprises. 

When Ihe British 
agreed to provide 
P* ~ milli on • to suppprt 
•^•“P^WofsmaUentei^ses, 

^SrtMtS b * r ^ pro ^ ct * * MBW 

■ j llie ie . projeots ' have 
rJpW established ■ Kenyan 
.{^Jonsjlikb KJRBP.imd K- 
baa well as creating new 
JJWsatfons lilrt the KJautnu 
r '^ Cl * tre Kenya and 

' J** TlX; was provided a 
r wpport, Erqin credit 

L .^^ to business, design and 
/ S^^ Prpjecte, while 
' ‘'SSSSf* ttpIri-fbBsto °ri ; fob 


writes to 

3 down suspects 


Moi W* 


tantamount to mob iustlce 




T 

« 



President Moi... letter throdgh Prof Mhlthi Prof Maathai... pone of ns is safe. 


Attorney General to promiso 
investigations and a warning to 
thc.police to be careful in their 
war .against criminals. 

Prof Maathai said justice, 
rather .than guns and grenades, 
should be “our shield and 
defender." and reminded the head 
of slate that even the traditional 
law gave Buspect citizens and 
their relatives ample time and 
opportunity to prove their 
inndccnce and willingness lo 


amend their ways. 

“Only when the proven 
criminal^ validated their 
incorrigibility was Ihe sentence 
handed down, and indeed 
kinsmen were foe first to. light 
Ihe fire or- roll the drum,” shie 
said. 

The letter said in part: 
"Suspected thieves are 
everywhere in this country 
including within the government 
itself. They are among those 


implicated in Ihe Goldenbcrg 
scandal, those sent on 
compulsory leave in the on--going 
drama at the Ports Authority, 
those who are responsible for the 
collapseofbanks.KGGCU, KCC 
and other paras tatal 

organizations, those entrusted 
with public resources such as 
government funds, ADC farms, 
forests, open spaces, school foes, 
harambee funds and even those 
entrusted with church properties. 


“Minty kiinwn ituliv iihuiK in 
these org.iiii/ations have Mnlcn 
miltiims <>f shilling'* an,) have 
invested them in persniial 
fortunes which the Kenya 
gt>veriunail now pniteti-s as 
private properly! Ii the police 
were to kill all the people 
Keny nu.s suspei l are thieves mu I 
robbers. Ii unity nuy of the top 
gtivemnieiH officials would 
escape the tndlers. 


“Many of us have been 
victims of [licit in I Li cm reels mid 
hollies lait we cnuiltil eipi.ile 
ninieriul tiring^ with Inmun life 
which is irrepl. it cable. 

“Noluidy has a right In nthei 
people's lives mwl ultliougli 
Kenya is in u slate n^iiiseairity. 
it is nut in a suite t>l war. Even 
tourists and the international 
community will not Teel safer 
with gnu battles and grenades in 
(he streets, 

"YourExccllencyr theenuses 
of violence in our society nro 
well known and include * poor 
economic performance, politics 
of opportunism, disintegration of 
human values and ethnic niateri al 
possessions and political power 
which has precipitated 
widespread corruption, poverty, 
unemployment and hunger. 

“But none of these problems 
can be solved through foe barrel 
of thegun and wecertafoly cannot 
afford to arm ourselves against 
each other unless we are 
continuing Ihe ethnic cleansing . 
which was recently experienced 
in parts of the Rift -Valley, 
.Western Kenya and Laikipia." 


! -V .>(■ 
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Christian faith supports democracy 


Christians arc God's stewards to 
Inke care of. His entire crenlion 
and as such llvcy should be 
involved in social, political, 
economic and cultural issues 
which in one wity or anebthar 
affect the very being of Goo and 
.(lie existence of creation, a 
trainers’ workshop at Kannmui 
Conference and Holiday Ccpirc 
wns, told a few days ago. 

The Christian faith implied 
support for democracy and that 
democracy expressed, the 
Christian faith, facilitator 
• Cflalton Obhola, * co-ordihator 
for evangelism in- the NCCK’a 
Theology Unif said and cautioned 
. the citizens of this country not to 
have a utopian mind that 
-democracy would take root 
overnight. • 

According to theRev Ochola, 
i achievement of true, democracy 
might take longer tharf expected. 
He called for firm commitment 
by Christians to democracy, ; 

The 60 participants were told 
that the church could Contribute 
to democratic society -if it was 
itself democratically, ruled, 
governed, propagated arid 
.supported within - the same 
democratic principle; 

, fhe clergyman lamented that 
the church in Kenya had scored 
tow mavksforegard to democracy 

as it had turned a deaf ear arfd 
Mind eye to democratic 
principles.' ' ■ 1 : : 

He cited reports of Christians 


By Seth Musis! 


The Rev Ochola 

. ■ i. 

struggling for.. “their own" 
dioceses, sees qnd presbyteries. 
Other denominations encouraged 
tribal bishops and moderators. 

The- Rev Ochdla said foe 
church in Kenya suffered ‘from 
such evils such as thirst for power 
arid ■ prestige Within the. top 


leadership, yet o nolher proof that 
the church needed lo heal itself ' 
before it could be expected to 
hcol (he society. 

^ Tire cleric told the workshop 
that the quality of the life in n 
Christian community was a grant 
blessing to people who were 
members and also a source of 
encouragement to those who 
were not. 

The participants heard that 
civic education on constitutional 
reforms and human rights were. 

necessary »t this point In Kenya’s 
history since moat voters were 
politically illiterate, 

The co-ordi-nator of the 
NCCK's Public Affairs, Mr 
Martin. Oloo said; democracy 
meant pedple's participation in 
deciaion-foakihg processes 
through the ballot box and this 
couldonlybobrought about when 
thecitizens had been empowered 
to elect theirown representatives. 

Mr Oloo said the requisite 
civ icredu cation sluuldbeonsuch 
aspects as relationship between 
the church andstnte, ho w to bui Id 
a 'bettor democracy, aware peas 
on the ' current political' 
atmosphere, the -rights of. foe 
citizens -arid'-' the voters' 
expectations as they approach 
the Forthcoming general 
elections, • 

He said the -Education for 
Participatory Democracy (£PD) 


programme of foe- NOCK, hfld 
been .established to assist in 
inculcation into the citizens of 
this country Ihe basic tenets of 
. democracy and the role they wero 
expected to play .to make 
democracy a reality. 

He said there Were 
con tradictions in Africa as heads 
of state claimed to practise 
democracy while in reality they 
were dictators who even 
demanded lo be worshiped. 


: ; I 

The Ciuttiuku 

Ex-NCCK 
director 
launches 
new NGO 

By Staff Reporter 

A iicw tfciiuifiiica] iiiui- 
govvrnmuiunl urgamtaiiun 
whose motif) iv "working Tor 
peace llirough justice'' has lievn 
formed. 

The Ecumenical Centre fur 
Justice and Peace groups people 
from different religious 
convictions working for peace 
through justice. 

The NGO, whose executive 
director is Ihe Rev J^phthah 
Gath aka, the- fanner director of 
Justice, Peace and Rcco ucil i ut ion 
of the NCCK, seeks to provide n 
forum for men and women of all 
-walks of life, especinly the 
religious community, to come 
together and bring about a just 
and peaceful society. 

Its mission statement tends: 
"The Ecumenical Centro for 
Justice and Peace seeks tu 
promote socio-economic-, 
political and cultural 
advancement in Kenya with 
special reference to justice, 
peaceful co-axislenceofcitizcns. 
equitable distribution of 
resources/pove r ty nllcv in lion and 
mutual reapectorsocial, re tig io us 
and cultural nanus. " 

(is objectives and aciivilius 
will hicludo the promotion of 
good governance and democratic 
development, promotion and 
protection of human rights, 
promotion of socio-economic 
factors and peace building and 
conflict resolution. 


Mr Oloo said -moat African 
leaders,- believed that the ooLy 
way they coaid retain pov/e r was 
by useorpoUce,-pitii(ary and the' 
provincial administration. 

The NCCK official also took 
a swipe at the opposition-leaders 
who he accused - of being 
confused. HoWever, hecalled on 
Keriyaria not to be disillusioned 
■and instead ase lheii votes to 
save this country from anarchy; 

• A senior lecturer ' in- 
comparative education at the 
University of Nairobi, Dr S. 

• Kicharivu Akiv aga , told - the 
workshop that the problem -in 
Africa was that while parliament 
had been emasculated, too much 
power was concentrated on 'foe 
executive. 

H® said-thfo incongruous set- 
up had upset the -concept .of 
'.'checks and balances" as 
enshrined in democratic 
principles io African countries. 


We offer an 

attractive 

commission . 

on every copy 

of Target sold. 

Contact the 

Managing Editor 
P.0. Box 45009 
Nairobi, 

Tel: 338211 
Ext. 216-7 & 214 

fbr details. 


6 Target . Miirch J -15, 1996 


V 



Natiorial News 


Nigerians 
in 'Green 
Card' 

frenzy 







Thedreiim of living in ihc United 
Slates 1ms turned into a frenzied 
hope for many people in Lagos 
since the announcement or 
faaility that vyill allow, nearly 
4.000 Nigerians to tnkc up 
permanent residence in.ljie 
United Stales- next year. 

Under the '*1997 diversity 
immigrant visa programme," 
onnounced'On January 29 by the 
U,S- Information Service (US IS ) 
office in Lagos, 55,000 citizens 
of countries with low rates of 
immigration to the Uniicd Stntcs 
are to bo granted permanent 
residence visas. 

These include 20,623 
Africans, of whom 3,850 will be 
from Nigeria. The. beneficiaries 
are circs cn at random, from among 
candidates with at least high 
school or equivalent education 
or two years experience in a -job 
that requires at least two years 
training. 


By Rem I Oyo Amerlta here we come... Nigerians want to migrate to the USA to work in cities like New York nboye. 


... and I nin praying that I pass 
through the first selection, “ he 
told IPS after standing for an 
hour in a queue at the Murtala 
Muhanimed International airport 
to buy stamps and then rushing 
off to slip his application' letter 
into n postbox there. 

The general-belief in Lagos is 
that letters posted at the airport 
reach their- destinations ranch 
faster than if they were posted at 
'other points. 

"I had to come hereto buy my 
stamps and post the application 
because I can’t afford to take 
chances with our slow postal 
system,” said Aboscde. 

A post office source told IPS 
that stamps worth 127,000 naira 
(1587.5 U.S'. dolinrs) were sold 
at the airport the day the lottery 
opencd.'lLcosts40Lnaira to post a 
letter within Lngos, 


The untouchables 




Thousands of Nigerians have day consultancy firms 

been hurrying krineettlie March pIflce aclverl laments in local 
12 deadline for submitting ncws I w P er offering their Iielp to 
applications for the “lottery", os 8 rc encmd hopefuls even though 
the recurrent visa programme is „ “ .warned in a statement that 
familiarly known. "ihe selection of winners is made 

“This -is a life opportunity,” al rmuiom 1,0 °>dside service 

middle-lcvclcivil servant Ronke B f n il,, P rovc «rn applicant's 
Jones told IPS. “I had thought it . chances of king chosen." . 
was all a gimmick until my ei„„i~ 

Inwycr- neighbour won it- Inst QlngiQ person 

year. Ho is now in New York.” _ 

"My, neighbour cal led me Ihe ' Foldayc Consult, a firm of 
other day tosay that he wishedho con ^Llanls located just n block 

K-J — ' iL - I. .. nwnu tmln lUn TICtC 


Foldayc Consult, a firm of 

consultants located .just n block 

find won ihe lottery a decade awny ** roln l,IQ ^SIS building, 
BfcQ." site added. "He told me he- ,t . as becii SW£ >mped with client;: 
now knew what three square S,IT “ '* of f crc d, ils services to 
meals a day is nil about;" ; applicants. 

. The prospect of ft "green enrd" Two nflcr thc Io“cry 

(U.S. perm iment residence y is n) - I »350 persons had filed 

U an attractive one in tLcountry . i! ,clr applications 'through' 
where many wago earners take ■ ■ • ft . v Q v which chnrg es t he 
homo leas (hah ‘the 50 dollars • e fl ,, i v hfenlor 10 U.S dollars par 

- mLl.L _ _ fi nn lift hm..— ...i ton-., ii • 


;which a. family of five needs to 
satisfy its most basic needs. 


single person and 18.7 '.dollars ' 
for married bondidfllcs. 

A handbill distribuledl'rccly 
lo nnyonc visiting the agency's 
office includes' (It? promise “to.' 


nwiy 

General katli flt :■ 10 '»»y°nc visiting Hie agenoy's 

• office includes II19 promise .'To 
The' Vast majority ofmonlhly c, ! s “ ro llm ‘ yowrentry gets there 
ftrks in the public service fall Wl . * hc stipulated lime and to 

iMaiIiaIA'^Imii^-: 1 . -monitor uniir itnim Sn 


; , withinlliq^^todollarrnngcani 1 your oiury iq ordcr io 

; i; , allhoughpriYatafirmffrHiyijiora, S uide agi^m missing, your 
V 1 ■ “V people in the private sector ,^ nce ll t irou 8 h jqail from 
; ' ■ cam ihdrc thon '120 dbiinii.- * mo.U.S. • ' : . 1 


. cam indk thori '120 dollare h — ™ 

•' mouth. ' / ' . . . ' •/;: ' “ Wcg i|araniee dm in peraori\ 

j.: ; ■'.* ' ,“L hnyenlip iieafa |hnt lift is : is wt. disqualified uitd jiv 

; ' :■ /•■,W A bed of roses in the United • problems, v^e will wntnei. 

* i . . s tarns. ! 7 slivft JniwF.>u l hA Nn D ' I—— . the lia Lional -iv is R en 11 1 r a 


From Page 1 

government would create '.'ten 
billionaires and ten million 
beggars”. It is quite evident dial 
more than ten million Kenyans 
live in abject poverty while a 
handful of overnight billionaires 
wallop in ill-gotten overnight 
riches. 

For the best partof ihe last two 
decades, these handful Mafia- 
type billionaires have behaved 
and acted as if 'they were- above 
the law in their pursuit for the 
plunder and looting of the 
notional economy IhrougEidircct 
fraud, tax-evasion and other 
criminal aclivities.They in return 
have- kept the political machine 
well oiled with millions of 
shillings in harambec 
contributions while lining up the 
' pockets of the police bosses and 
or late inquisitive Journalists. 

■ Over the years, these greedy 
Imve-il, grab-ii -all Kenyans of 
African, Asian And Arab origins, 
have preyed on government 
ministries and pnrastatal 
organisations by craftily using 
the suspect tender system and of 
Into forcing quasi-governmenlal 
bodies to buy real estate at 
exorbitantly high prices. 

... This, is -over and above the 
practice of using such bodies as 
the National Social Security Fund 
(NSSF).and the National 
Hospital Insurance Fund (NHll*) 
as Ihe mnin sources of cheap 
iponcy for 1 heir banks. 

Various factors nre behind the 
endemic plunder of people's 
monies entrusted- to or intended 
for (he Treusuty and a number of 
■ olhfQr public organisations, These 
clebrly emerge from reading the 
1 1993^94 report of Ihe Controller 
and Auditor General. 

To begin with, the virtual 
breakdown of political nibralily 
. brail levels or Kenya’s body 
pblitichns n lot lotto With public 

thiqyirig Jjy'ii's secants ulvj the ; 

; P^litiepliy cpriv|ti.;l| js clearly- h 
sad xlnia pjf.rtffplrs i^iwfriipjion .. 
; ha? / more or., 1 jess: been 
jlisitilutionalisod within ihe 
political sphere as well a? within 
thc government nwdtinery itself, 

• The gfeaicst. problem is that 


nothing is in place to genuinely 
fight corruption in the country. 
However, there has been lip 
service gnlore. This is probably 
the best way of reading ihecurrem 
crackdown in Mombasa and 
Nairobi. 

Secondly, since the 1971 
(Duncan) Ndegwa Commission 
on Conditions -and Terms of 
Service for Civil Servants, there 
is hardly any aide of conduct lo 
speak of in the public service 
where appointments and 
promotion are, more often than 
not, based on political 
considerations and : patronage 
rather than on merit and ability. 

Thc upshot of this has been thc 
emergence of a large crop of 

untouchable public servants who 
-clearly- have a license to wreck 
the country ’s economy . They get 
decorated with high sounding 
“meritorious awards on 
December 12 every year whilst 
their' hard-working and honest 
colleagues.gel none. 

Political tuna 

Thus, just os on the political 
plane, rewards, acrue to; those 
public servants who sing the 
political tunc of the day. This, 
apparently; is the sure source of 
tenure, not delivery of the goods 
as the expression has it. 

Thirdly comes the allergy by 
the administration t o' adhere' to 
-laWi.Distiaded by hefiy kick- 
backs or direct threats to tlieir job 
security, this serves ns a form or 
protection to (hose who misuse 
and abuse' the power conferred 
: on them by virtue of j|ieir public 
office. It is clear to every Kenyan’ 
;‘hat only small fries are 
: prosecuted. For corruption, 'a ' 
.grudgingly small number, or if. ’ 
not small fries, those'who have 1 
lo protect (he "untouchables,” 

It Is because of this tokenism 
in enforcing tjie jaw that the so- 
called A|ili-Corruption5qurtdhas ] 
hot won : the Confidence, of 
Kenyons- . It simply has no 
credibility, nor does the law in 

general.' This i«. Why. m os t e jyii 

8c^vqnl3flndol|tcr public servants j 
Vfili. be 36611,10 bo . amassing • :: 
• woajthboypnd their pay-slips and 


bank overdrafts, without 
investigations as W where the 
money is coming from. 

Fourthly, .the compromising, 
patronage and whittling down of 
the traditional institution 
expected to provide checks and 
balances have meant that 
government excesses continue 
unabated. 

Of particular mention are the 
courts and the. legislature. The 
effectiveness of the country's 
courts in curbing bad governance' 
which has pervaded every nook 
and crany of Ihe administration 
of the day is almost non-existent. 
Judges and magistrates have 
always cried that they do not 
make Ihe law, yel'lheir decisions 
have usually not contributed to 
meaningful, interpretation of the 
law which could be said lo havo 
set precedents of prudent 
judgments. 

As for the office of the 
Controller and Auditor-General, 
its wings have been grentcly ■ 
clipped with its staff reduced and 
its powers unconstitutionally 
pulverized by creoting a sepnrate 
and parallel office of thc 
Controller and Auditor-General ■ 
for parnstalals. 

Human valuns i 

Courts are supposed 10 . act as 
gujirdigqs of justice. Jn so dping, 
they are supposed to beimparlial ; 
nnd independent so Chat-ilie plight 
ofthe executive does notslnnd in 
their way. The greatest handicap 
has been (he -inability of judges ! 
to entertain suits by individual or - 
groups: For example, n suit aimed . 
rir preventing enviromrientn] ■ 

degradation and the grabbing of ' 

.public lauds has been thrown out 
’ 91 1 tho spuriovs reason that those 
aggrieved hav? no locos standi , ; 
that is, they have no standing in 
laty to bring a case of action in 
the nnme.of the public.. 

Courts (ire important inforcing • 
government agencies todo lb jugs 1 
required of them. This is a role ■ 
courts can pot disclaim, otherwise 
‘I 1 ®/ VC rendered in^tiliuioraq of ' 
i injustice, Aube bottom ofilall is 
the misplacement of priorities 
wljereby;f: materialism has 


replaced human values: it is ihe 
possession of money ihu 
matters, all else is of secondary 
importance. This is the 
predicament of the cooniry. 
whose soul is truly in handcuffi 
The legal system reflais pi 
incorporates relationships of 
power in at least two mnjoi wiyi 
First, it should understand ihu 
the* makers, interpreters, 
administrators and enforcers of 
law themselves holdposiiionsof 
considerable actualand potcnbil 
power in society. Such 
individuals are not completely 
free to uso this power tq personal 
whim or gain. Although the 
sources of legitimisstionmaybe 
various, only legitimate powers 
has- the compelling quality of 
authority. 

The other major aspect of Ihe 
legal system lies in itscreadon or 
elaboration of the rights and 
duties acrtiing to the various 
constituent elements of the 
society. 

Whereas ceriainkindsofrigjra 
may be claimed by individuals 
or groups lacking the power 1° 
exercise them, some soitofpower 
usually supports a claim torights- 
Furthermore it sees clear iW 

formal-societal recognition tW 
legal rights exist necessarily 
implies power- the power of 
individuals or groups lo enforce 
such rights through the legal 
institutions. 

Faced- with a willing 

coiloboraUnggovemmentontne 

one hand, and an ineffective 
judiciary on the other: Kcny*Jj 
untouchables have had a fie 
day that has seen those doses 
power amass untold f°r‘ ul ! e *' 
That State House key °r» wl “ 
have been in the thick of 
broth is the most groi^ 

plunder bythe “untouchables. 

, fTlio- recent -car- racket ha*, 
spilled -some dust on two * 

PreridentMoi’ssons.Gideffli«W 

Philip, who are allegedly te 8 
ihentiorted in the baekgrou 
the feuds of tlfc rival 

the duty eynsion rackctuivo ; 

billions of shillings. . / 
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industrialised 


News that the United States is 
redoubling its efforts lo increase 


By Allan NgwJrl 


investments in Kenya cranes as 
eood news for the Kenyan 


good news for the Kenyan 
economy which, according to 
Finance Minister Musalin 
Mudavadi and thc World Bonk, 
registered a phenomenal 5 per 
cent growth in 1995. 

The visit last month to Kenya 
by Ihe 'U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce, Mr Ronald Brown, 
underscored this- new 
commitment for increased 
private investments lo Kenya and 
Ihe rest of sub-Saharan -Africa 
even as its government to 
government and shrinks 
considerably. 

In a keynote address at the 
opening of an East African 
regional roundtable workshop at 
a Nairobi hotel which was 
attended by Secretary; Brown, 
President Daniel arap Moi 
stressed that by making Kenyan 
home-base for private 

investments, investors would 
have access not only to. the 75 
million people of East Africa, 
but also the larger Common 
Marketfor Eastern and Southern 
Afrioa '(COMESA) which 
comprises of 22 countries wjth a 
population oF more than 300 
million people. 


CoveledstnUia 


Said ' President Moi: We 
welcome support and co- 
operation from lhe.U.S. The 
problem is that we don 't have llie 
means to exploit Vrhat we have 
. owause- of lack of appropriate 
technology.” 

. Any increase in private 
investments over and above the 
present combined level of around 
5 120 million would be most 
■ wolconw to businesses in Kenya, 
mis is because it would result in. 
increased employment and 
therefore more- purchasing 
power, a larger industrial base 
which would produce more 
«m$umer goods particularly for 
export resulting in higher 
government revenues. 

. According to World Bank 
assessments, Kenya. needs to 
invest 30 per cent of. its Gross 
“Omeatic Product just to attain-a 
P'S ra,c Cent. Both 

h * W ° rld Bank nnd the. IMF 
that fof Kenya to break out 
onts cycie of poverty, a growth 
in- P^klween 7- 10 per cent has 
m. be maintained for the 
foreseeable ftiinm, 

• ^ ile ‘k need for Kenya to 

' in«J ealGt mora P^te 
nvestnjenis is a must, its ability 

highly coveted 
c? of « nowty-industriaW 

rerr!^ ^ lhe y 8ar 2020 : 
S- 8 81 be «. -dubious, 

- , ftcc ordmg to some analysts . 

- 1 fie projected atuinmentnf • 
statu® by mio has already 
nffj J ,n,8sed by.ecqnomists as 
‘ v*. life necessary ; 



groundwork through thc on- 
going Structural Adjustment 
Programmes is still way off the 
path. 

Taking the example of the 
newly industrialised countries 
(N ICs) of-South East Asia which 
hove managed to become 
industrial .countries in one 
generation, theexecutivc director 
the Japanese Nomura Research 
Institute, Mr Omasu Ynsuda told 
a recent symposium on 
enlrcneurship in Nairobi that 
there has been nothing like a 
miracle the way these countries 
have progressed. 

He stated that African nations 
that started on the same route as 
NICs got lost somewhere. He 
said that Kenya and other, 
countries such as Zambia and 
Nigeria followed wrong 
agricultural policies, a .vital 
component in those-economies. 

Instead of applying 
technology and producing high 
quality goods for the export 
market, they let the industry be 
run to the ground by inefficient 
parastalals. 

“It is not easy to follow the 
high-performing Asian 
econbmies,” liesaid. “Thequality 
of all goods must be improved 
and this is not possible without 

closing the technology gap 

it is not necessary to re-invent 
the wheel but rather what is 
important -is to adapt already 
existing technology to the loftpl 
scene," said he. 

A good case in point is 
Malaysia. According to Mr 
Calisto Madavo, the World Bank 
Vice-President for Sub-Sahara 
Africa and who used lo oversee 
Asia till last'ycar, Kenyn had a 
stronger economic base than both 
Malaysia and neighbouring 
Thailand. 'It has now slipped 
behind the two because of a 
number of negative factors. 

In. the ’60s, both Kenya and 
Malaysia depended on ■ 
agriculture and an import- 
substitution industrial policy as 
their main, economic mainstay. 
In the '70s the Malaysias 
discarded the import-substitution 
strategy in favour of exports, a 
shift Iliac worked greatly for its , 
economy. In the '80s, it moved a ; 
step further and entered the | 
precision-processed components I 
industry for exports. By the '90s, j 
it had started on high-tech ! 
products like computers, Tvs and 
automobiles. 

Konya on the other hand not 
only continued with substitution 
strategy but seemingly wliittled 
down its significant agricultural 
exports through wrong policies. 

In those early years, Konya 
had an averageeconoinic growth 
rale of 8.4% between 1965 and 
1973. Malaysia had only 4%. At 
present, -Malaysia's growth rale 
hovers between 7 nnd 10 (for the 



u 



President Moi cnats with Mr Drown when the latter visited Kenya last month. 


last one flndnlialfdecades) while 
Kenya's has been on average 
below 5% - even plummeting to 
zero in the early '90s. 

Around the same period, 
Malaysia has been receiving over 
S 1 billion dollars in private 
invcstmenteannually. Kenya on 


the other hand has been reeciv ing 
.about a tenth of Unit while 
receiving about the same a mu uni . 
in aid. 


per cnpiin income growth ill 
Kcuyn hus resulted lij continued 
poverty . for un increasing 
number". 


Insiclti of rising prosperity 
like with the NICs; says n World 
Bank report, "lack of sustain'd 


For ihe Malaysian -type 
“mitncic" lo occur in Kenya, says 
the IMF's Managing Director 


Michael Cnntdcssus. "the first 
requirement is to get the 
economic fundamentals right 
beginning with restoring anil 
maintaining financial stability." 
So are belter provisions of 
infrastructure and good 
governance. 


Japan free of aid fatigue 

Western countries have reduced By Moylga NdUlU y en P 10 ^* 10 build a diesel- Britain anfothers.” he sai 


Western countries have reduced 
their aid lo Africa and other parts 
of the the developing world but 
the word from a Japaneseofficial 
in Nairobi is that assistance from 
Tokyo will rcmain.unchanged. 

“I don't think we have aid 
fatigue inJapan yet, VDr Shinsuke 
Horiuchi, Japanese ambassador 
to Kenya, said. 

Tokyo is the biggest source 
of aid for developing nations, 
providing 22 percent of total aid 
provided by member countries 
of theOrganisalion for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), which groups the 
world's main industrialised 
nations. 

Unlike Italy, Belgium, 
Finland, Germany, the 
Netherlands and -the United 
States, which have reduced their 
official developmenlaid (ODA), 
Japan has increased its assistance 
in recent years. 

However, Africa’s share of 
Japanese assistance has been low. 
Latest Japanese official figures 
on ODA show' that in 1994, 


Tokyo disbursed 90 per contof 
its loans to Asia, four per cent to 
Africa, 3.7 per cent to Central 
and South America, 1.5 per cent 
to the Middle East, and 0.8 per 
cenl-lo Eastern -European and 
other nations. 

" I think gradually (his trend 
is going to change, because we 
feel strongly that Africashouldn't 
be marginalised, “Horiuchi said. 
“If it is marginalised, the restof 
the world will lose." 

Between . 1984- and 1994, 
Tokyo disbursed loans totalling 
7,8 'billion dollars to 28 sub- 
Saharan African countries 
through its Overseas Economic 
Co -operation Fund (OECF), 
established in 1961. to promote 
economic- co-operation with 
developing countries. 

Twenty-one OEGF-furided 
projects and pro grammes are now 
being implemented in sub-Sahara 
Africa, including -a 2.9-billion- 
yen landslide protection project 
in Mauritius arid a 10.7-billion 


yen project to build a diesel- 
powered, electricity planfin 
Kenya. 

Japan also funds programmes 
involving research- on- and the 
control of infectious diseases — 
like malaria, hepatitis, fi lari oris, 
diarrhoea and schistosominsis — 
in Kenya, the largest African 
recipient of OECF funding. 

About a quarter of OECF aid 
to Africa has gone to Kenya, 
lbllowcdbyGhana(12percent). 
However, Tokyo’s assistance to 
Uganda has increased sharply by 
more than 1500'per cent in (he 
past 10 years, to the chagrin of 
opponents of the government of 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni. 

But Horiuchi pointed out' that 
Museveni 's case is unique in ihnt 
he allowed everyone in Uganda 
to participate in eketious.. "To 
me," liesaid, “that’s democracy," 

Horiuchi argued that 
democracy differs from one 
country loqnothcr.“For example, 
our democratic system differs 
from that of the United Stations, 


Britain and others,” he said, 
adding that Japan would 
contribute 1.5 million dollars — 
out of a total of 20 mi llioirdoll ars 
Museveni, has requested from 
international donors — for 
presidehtial 'elec lions in May. 


General rule 


Tokyo, apparently happy with 
Museveni's resolve to restore 
peace and order in Uganda after 
16 years of brutality under ex- 
presidents Idi Amin and Milton 
-Obole, -has increased Japan's 
annual assistance to that country 
from 3 million dollars in 1986 to 
'50 million dollars to date. 

An area in which Japan has 
come in for much criticism i£lhc 
imbalance in its trade with Ihe. 
restof Ihe world and Africa is no 
exception to the general rule. 

In 1994, sub-Sahnran 'Africa 
exported nine billion dollars 
worth of goods to Japan, but its 
imports, from the Asian nation 
amounted to 670 billion dollars, 
-/PS 


African govts wary of local consultants 


African governments are 
reluctant to employ consultants 
and advisers because of 
“suspicion and ethnicity", 
according to Mr Stephen 
O’Brien, World Bapk's Eastern 
nnd Central African resident 
representative.- 

Addrcssing an -economic 
symposium at Kenyatla 
University recently, Mr O’Brien 
called on governments to 
improve (he environment by 
Addressing Ihe problem of low 
wages in the civil service, reward 
competence nnd professionalism 
and provide adequate budgets for 
operations. 

In a pnpor lilted A World Bunk 
view on capacity building in 
Africa, Mr O'Brien termed 
capacity building (CB) ns the 
transfer of knowledge, 
enhancement of individual skills 
and strcuglhemngof institutions. 


By Fred Ndung'u- 

Hc saw capacity building as 
tho central challenge of African 
development noting Ihnt (here 
.was renewed emphasis on CB at 
the World Bank. 

Mr O'Brien blamed 
colonialism which did not avail 
enough education and trail] ing 
opportunities for the weak 
individual nnd institutional 
capacity in snb-Saliarnn Africa. 

Inadequate, development in 
certain sectors such as 
engineering and science-related 
fields has exacerbated (he 
situation despite post- 
independence emphasis on 
education, he said. 

The World Bonk official said 
that due lo frustrations and 
unchallenging job cn v iron me nt$ 
nnd alluring joh prospects i ruin' 
West . and soinc jicwly. 


independent African stntcs such 
as Namibia,' brain drain iri bath- 
cause and effect had resulted in 
and accelerated theviclous circle 
of poor capacity. 

For llie sub-Saharan Africa 
to respond to it adequate 
capacity, Mr O'Brien said they 
had various options including 
importing skills. indefinitely or 
borrowing skills for a limited 
duration while they trained their 
own expertise. Thc latter is the 
standard approach and is known 
as technical assistance (TA) or 
Technical co-operation (TC) by 
llie.Uriitcd Nations. 

Governments can also be 
requested to define thc elements 
ofthe traditional or conventional 
TA packages and this is thcniodel 
most aid donor including the UN 
system anti World Bank had used, 
for years nnd Ara slill using. 


Mr O'Brien enumerated the 
general agreement, on -the 
shortcomings of the TA model. 
He said that TA should build 
capacity ruihcr than bridge gaps. 
This results from weaknesses in 
design since thccapacily building 
aspect is often tackled us an 
afterthought. The TA is often 
‘.'donor-driven" and at times lacks 
recipient ownership, thus 
seeming imposed. 

The TA model, according to ' 
Mr O'Brien, also fails to address 
the incentive /problem. “Why 
aren't enmigh/ locals trained lo 
do these jibs after 30 years and 
billions of dollars have been 
spend on training and TA?" 
should be (lie question. 

There is excessive reliance \ 
on single models without policy- 
mnkursi .questioning the origins 
of the models and their failure 
rales. 


&Tarjt*t, Mnrch 1 - 1 S, 19% 
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New hope for 
infertile couples 


A new treatment foi infertile ;n> a winning signal Ihnt West 
women, which uses catheters and Antarctica was on the verge of 
guide wires in unblock fallopian cu I lapse which would raise ihe 
tubes, is set to bring new hope to wa level by five metres, 
thnusands of childless couples. 

Consultant gynaecologist -since tlien.wc h«v K learned 
Masoud Afnan, wlio has been „ .| a , abou| , he 

icc sheet and I 

achieving a one-in-tl i rcc success nowadays far fewer glaciologists 

rale with the treatment at the would sign-up Mercer's 
Hintimgham Maternity Hospital, drarasduy scenario of imminent 
believes there will be an sun-level rise.” 
explosion in the use of the 

lcdiniqiiL'Ovcr ihc next few years. WlKIhetllu-mellingiiducto 

. , U P 10 S •* ° r fcinillc ‘'global wnniiing" is nol known, 
aifer i l |y»ca USO (lbyd«.,,gelo , r u .„ rmin c<1 ,„; nu( ., m01<: 1C9 

U.c fallopian lubes prevenlins , llc | v ,. s ma) , mcll . | lliw , vcr 
travelling from tile Ovanes „ . ic0 / if mc „ in „ ould 

lQlliculcnu,orspcrm swimming nnl sea level, 
tip (n fertilise them. 

MnchoftltedniimgeiBcnused ■ ■ j_ 

by chlamydia, sexually v3l©n© IT19y IlflK 
transmitted organisms which are CIjntQri gnrj 
reaching wear epidemic levels j» lCI 1 ° U 

snme< lev eloped countries. skin cancer I 

New catheters developed ul 

Uimiii.glii.in allow (loelors l<> rv gene nuglu supply ihe reason 

!"" mi <illll “ 1 ®" wily tcdlicmls rmd olher ftir- 

in o l a upian u ilk to a |(j lllK (j people arc more prone 

dinen»Ki> nmltlivitis ■cur-li ■ . . 1 1 ... 


; iiiogno.se problems such us 

ehlamydiitl infect ion more 
accurately. .Sometimes the 
catheters enn also be used to 
; unblock tile fallopian tubes just 

past the point where they join the 
uterus, a common site of 
blockage. 

• Tltis means it is now possible 
to combine diagnosis and 
treatment of many infertility 

» problems in a single half-hour 

session. The treatment is simple, 
j safe, cheap nnd cost-effective. 

It could prove especially 
valuable in areas where fu nds for 
treatment for non-life- 
,i threatening conditions ore 

; limited, 

U 

j Ice shelves 

! break up as 

climate warms 

i 

l Atmospheric wanning has 

“ caused the disintegration of five 

!S icq, shelves on . the Antarctic 

:! Peninsula over the last 60 years, 

f according to- a paper by 

j - glaciologists David Vnugliun rmd 

j Chris Donke. 

* 

the disimcgratiofis- have 
} .occurrcdonlyiiitlicwnniieslpori , 

; of Antarctica where -the climate '; 
has warmed 2.5 degrees C in the 
Inst 50 .years, weakening the 
shelves by increasing the amotuvl 
of summer melting. 

j About' 8000 sq Kfn of icc 

j"* sheir have been lost, changing 

p. .. • Ihe maps of Antarctica, culling 

. several islands off; from the 
i; •' ’ponlinent nnd giving, birth to. 

1 : dfposnnds of icebergs. The most 

j ‘ rewlexamplcofroircntwostlie, 
final phase of tl.te collapse of a 
pari, of Larsen. Ice Shelf in 
February 1995 . '• 

! \ i ,k. ■ • ' , ■ ■ , 

i- ; Thirteen- hundred square 

l .^Jdlomettos of ico shelf were lost 
' j . ■ in 50 c^nys; producing a plume of 
: icebergs 200 kmitito. the WeddoJ I 

Z • 

I . J .Vaughan said: “Amazingly,., 
. i^dlsmtegTationoftbe^helvea . 
; was- predicted, by an American 
. J ; ' geologist John Mercer in 19?$ -i 
*. !!• he was bang on- target! John .- 

! ' . Metcer also said that a retreat of 

tltese tee shelves should be seen. 


to .skin ct nicer while .seeking a 
sum i hi. 


WORLD OF 
SCIENCE 


Ski n cel Is cal led melanocytes 
produce cumohmih, a brownish- 
black pigment in response to 
ultraviolet light (UV) in the sun's 
rays. 

Redheads know they should 
avoid hours uf exposure to the 
sun because almost inevitably 
llwy will suffer severe sunburn 
often requiring hospital 
ircrtiniem. At the very best they 
wi 1 1 be able to display some more 
freckles or, if they arc carefiil, 
escape with little more than 
discomfort. 

A tan protects skin cells from 
the effects of UV, which can 
damage DN A and cause canecra. 
Fair-skinned people make very 
little eumclAnin and instead 
produce the reddish 
phacotnelanin, which offots.no 
protection. 

Tony Thody and colleagues 
in -lhe ; ' Department of 
Dermatology at the University 
of Newcastle knew that the 
production of cumolanin also 
depended on -a melnnocyte- 
stimulniitig hormone (MSH), ' 

"UV switches on • the 
melanocyte, and' If MSH is 
around, then most ofthe pigment 
produced is oumelnnin,” says 
Thody; But, he found, the colls 
of fnir-skinned people failed to 
respond Id MSH itithis way. 

• •/. i 

1 Now, wotklrig with lon- 
Jiickson at the Medical. Research 
Co itncil HumanOcueUcS Unit in 1 
Bdmbargli,Tl\o team has found 
that people who fail to tah havo 1 
changes in, iho 'gene that irinkos 
thcMS^rcceplor, tendering their 
cells insensitive to MSH, 

pindiftg the gone, says Thody 
means that it will nowbb possible 
^ Investigate how for it , isi 
associated with- increased capcer* 
risk ,~-LPS. 
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Mr Knmotho... launched task force Playful schoolgirl^... the country ednnot afford to lose so many of them after tbtj JLiy become pregnant. 



Mrs Maslga... meeting schnol heads 


Rescuing scho I drop-outs 


By Dorothy Munyakho 
and Alex Dlang’a 

The Chief Inspector of Schools, Mrs 
Elizabeth Mnsign was last month to 
convene a meeting of school heads to 
work out guide! incs for rc-adm ission of 
school-girl mothers. 

Initially targeted at heads of girls' 
schools (nnd Inter mixed schools) the 
guide] incs are likely to be in place before 
the middle of the year. "We want to 
work out guidelines with heads of 
schools to Tiitd out the best way to .go 
about re-admitting these girls,” said 
Mnsiga. 

The disclosure comes hot on the 
heels Df the launch of theNatioiial Task 
’ Force Gender and Education by the 
Minister for Education, Mr Joseph 
Kainotho. The .task force is-in turn the 
first major step that thc govcrnmcitt has 
undertaken since its 1994-96 
Development Plan sp&’ll out the need 
for a programme to deliberately monitor 
nnd follow-up school drop-outs. 

This particularly referred to 
adolescent mothers, for whom the plan , 
proposed air immediate policy change 
to facilitate llicir rehabilitation nnd re- 
entry into the educational system. 

Integration of gender concerns into 
'the development -process is a unique 
feature of the current development 
phase. The pertinent section of the plon 
document gives first priority to gender 
aspects of agriculture, food security and 
nutrition- And apart from giving 
guidelines for Integration of gender 
concerns into education and literacy, 
the plan also looks into the gender 
aspects of health and population, 
environment and 'energy, community, 
development, and water and sanitation. 

Masiga discussed indepth .some of 
the factors hindering re-hnbiliintion of 
schoolgirl mothers, arid especially their 
return to school. 

Hostility and ridicule are. major 
problems school-girl mothers face, as -. 
testified by Beatrice, (socond name 
withheld), whogolpregnariial thejige 
of 1 6 while in Fqnn Two in a small rural 
' school in Western Kenya, today, at 29, 

• BeatricerccnHs: "As soon as my teacher 
'realised I wns-PG (pregnant juvenile 
parlance), he consulted the headteacher, 
who paraded ma before ihe entire 
( leaching staff before expelling me for 
misbehaving,’ 1 : 

Although tile slender woman who 
topped Iter class Tor the two years she 
■Was in high 'schobl is now taking a ' 
catering ^course au Nairobi college, Bite 
is-yoi to overcome hBr bitterness over 
Uicexpulsiori. ’T was denied a chance to , 
i become a professional, tVoninu, ,, sIkj! 


to 12 per cent of- school-girls, who, 
according to Kamolho, drop-out at (Ire 
rate of 2? per day. The girls suffer more 
than just hostility, which according to 
Mnsign. directly leads to illegal abortion 
witli dangerous tools. 

"How wc (real the pregnant girl is 
important”, says Masiga, who rules out 
automatic expulsion. Rc-visifing the 
minister’s drop-out figures, -she says: 
“We can't afford to lose all these girls. 
We need to rehabilitate them." 

In taking policy measures to avert 


die wastage associated with school-girl call ifcm J 
pregnancies, the government was mtcnJinf j 

regularising what was already obxncfTi 

happening. For a long time, girls have waim » h j 
been able to go back to school, albeit lheni."ifci»5 

different ones from those they Mottaii 

previously attended. But whileitisnow akoof-wti 

government policy to rc-admit scjiool- wiibcolkqui 

girl mothers, hostility Against them onvtiafiwf 

prevails. are effort 

Topon the list of those who mistreat schoolgirl c 

pregnant girls, making their life "They think 

miserable arc fellow students. “They influenceoac 


ho slum Id iii)l be 
mil girls," Masiga 
rcholtlcd. Nobody 
friend or (u talk to 


MotkaJ ilfcctcd schools are 
fllwofpwtl adjughicrs mixing 
withcoHeaguJ eueciihei pregnant 
orwtinh^tfl hinh. Teachers, too, 
are effort'. Se idea of. mixing 
school girl d U red other, girls. 
"They ihmk I |ih will be a bad 
infli)fK(05(A|iik" Masiga says. 


The general feeling has been thql by 
nllowing pregnant girls to carry the 
pregnancy while in school ami then go 
bad: after delivery, other girls are being 
encouraged to get pregnant. 

In view of the faregoing, nnd in the 
best interests of the girls-thnt become 
pregumu while still in school it would 
be imprudent to force head teachers to 
rc-admit them to thefr old schools. 
Masiga observes. 

It is in view of this that preventive 
guidance and counsel ling was to be the 


Pregnant unmarrieivomen find 
solace at church-baled centre 


Mwana Anokosha (local Shonn 
language for “Precious child”) home is 
Ihe only centre of its kind in Zimbabwe 
nnd possibly Southern Africa. It offers 
temporary sanctuary to unmarried 
women, mostly teenagers with 
unwanted pregnancies -who have been 
rejected by their boyfriends arid 
families. 

Situated in Westwood,. on the 
outskirts of the capital, Harare, Mwann 
Anokosha was set jup in 1988 by the 
Shelter Trust, which is mode up of a 
group of clergymen. It now has a full- 
time social worker who counsels and 
“rehabilitates" the destitute young 
women. 

When the women fim eome to thd 
home, thosooial worker explained, most 
of- them arc so lonely, desperate And 
down-hearted that some have suicidal 
tendencies. A lot of time and effort is 
put into helping them overcome these 
feelings. 

In response to public criticism, many 
of Ihe women wrote a Joint letter, to 
Herald newspaper last year, and qpoke 
frankly about ihoir experiences. "We 
have been kept 'in an atmosphere of 
trust' and confidence where wc may, 
await the birth Ofour children ip peaceful 
surroundings. After the delivery of our 
babies, when we- liavC grown to loye 
them, .we are able lb be reunited with 
our families. " 

. “We aie yejry upset discover that 
. some people feel we are young people', 
of loose morals. This is notirue.and pan 
i be confirmed by the pcbple who know 
us, Most of us. really believed in. the 
• proposals cif Ipvejwe did noteven think . 


Shunned and blamed, by their families for btlntfl 
pregnant unmarried women ip Zimbabwean* 
church-based loctil centre that nurtures tort* 
offers a stepping stone for a future wllhapty 

Mpondnh. J 


Despite die difficulty in obtaining 
official statistics on this sensitive issue, 
it is believed that roughly one in every 
four leenagcprcgnnncies is illegitimate- 
-Several young women have been 
convicted arid imprisoned for baby 
dumping over the years . 

Mor'e-lhan 1000 women have been 
offered temporary shelter at the Mwuna 
Anokosha home until such lime that 
they were reuniled with llieirfamilies. 
However, besides offering refuge to 
these rejected pregnant women', Shelter 

Trusthas nowopened upa Skills training 
centre called MufandichimiikaTraining 
Centre in Harare, designed to offer a 
, 'new lease of life to these women, most 
of whom couldnol support themselves 
and their babies when they left home. 

The co-ordinator of Shelter, Sister 
Theresa Mangieri, said the centre has 
boen named “Mufandichimuka” 
meaning the Iiqnie of the resurrected. 
"When the girls come to us, they are 
always so desperate and without hope. 

. But the moment they get skills they will 
then be able to Jive a new life. They are 
being resurrected hence the name 
Mufaridichimuka," she said. 

. .- The majority of those at Mwana 

Anokosha home are school drop-outs At 

either Grade Seven,- Form" One or ’O’ 

. - Level and have-no formal skills at all. 
-•■■■■ Out of the more than 280.who visited 
1 Shelter Trust offices, in 1995, 56 per 

centdropped outof school before Sitting 

Tot a public exam while eight .percent 
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"In line with the. needs of the 
marginalised' single mothers- we are 
going to start a day skills training. 

A pilot project involving lOOformer 
clients was carried out from September 
19§5. We have sent out 500 newsletters 
to former clients telling them about (lie 
centre and whether they will be 
interested and the response has been 
overwhelming. So far 100 diems have 
said they would wnul to enrol. 

Outreach programme 

"First ly we are going to offer a course 
in home economics, housekeeping, 
kpitting, sewing and cooking - and later 
wewill introduce practical courses. We 
are starling off with the areas that are 
'necessary to them now: Wewill later 
introduce such course as hair braiding 
so that they can earn some income," she 
explained. 

A part from offering courses, the 
centre would, from tone to lime, invite 
public speakers on various topics 
to educate the mothers. - 

“In general, the women in our 
residential outreach programmes are in 
need of means of a livelihood after they 
give birth and ore discharged. Their 
common cry is for employment. Our 
hope is that when the skills ore acquired, 
the-women will be able to cam a living 
either on their own or through 
employment," noted Sr Theresa. 

Researchers indicate that male 
reluctance to accept responsibility for 
pregnancy, coupled with limited 
psychological and financial support 
from the family are ail seen as the crucial 
determinants in baby-dumping,- 
infantipide and child abandonment.. 

• — APS .Feature- 


locus of the talks butween Masiga ami 
school heads, Masiga is all for 
preventing pregnancies before they 
occur "Intensify guidance and 
counselling. Tell the girls to abstain 
from prc-marilul sex until they finish 
school. The best choice is abstinence," 
she says. 

Those who become pregnant should 
get proper counscllmgsothin they know ■ 
it is not the end of the world. Mnsiga 
considers abortion worse thun 
pregnancy, and iocs the government 
line of no 'contraceptives for school- 
girls. "I personally think contraceptives 
for school-girls is n bad idea,” she 
' affirms. 

The Chief Inspector singles out the 
Child Welfare Society of Kcnyn and 
Crisis Prcgnnncy Ministries ns the two 
support non- governmental 

organisations (NGOs) who arc well- 
placed to giveasecond chance to school- 
girl mothers the former through 
adoption of unwnnted children and the 
latter, through preventive counselling 
against the psychological trauma of 
abortion. 

Masiga upholds education as the 
key prevention. Schoolgirls must be 
taught the facts of life so that they can 
make wise decisions about their lives. 
Many pregnnnt girls, she says, do not 
even know that they are pregnant. They 
need to be told that any lime, nnd . 
especially .after they begin menstruating. 

: they can get pregnant. And not only 
that; they can also .gel sexually 
transmitted diseases and Aids. 


But the responsibility docs not cud 
with' leaching the girls. Men must be 
tauglil to respect the woman so that site, 
ht not always on the defensive. They ' 
should nlsokiiow that when girls become 
pregnant, they give birth not only to 
girls, but to boys ns well, who equally 
suffer the -economic deprivation of 
children bom to school-girl mothers. 

As die debate on Hie rc-ndmissionof 
schoolgirls who have delivered rages, ' 
there arc mixed reactions as to whether 
these girls should be re- admitted or not. 

"Expelling pregnnnt girls from 
school hurts them psychologically," 
•says Dr Naomi Knluns. Director of 
UMATI, the Family Planning 
Association ofTanzania. Unlike Kenya, 
the law in Tanzania demands immediate 
expulsion of pregnant girls both in 
primary and secondary schools. 

' According to lean Suren, a diabetic 
educator, refusing education to a girl 
who has made a mistake amounts to 
denying a,child education because die ( 
. mother needs education to raise the , 
child and many other children to coine. 

— Art IRIS Feature 



Tlui this loutiiiy Lai plenty uf 
sugar m its various sugar 
lactones* either waning to he 
pioctv.cri or sold is a l'.ul. It is 
also true that sugar canu lanueis 
are a suffering lm hi van sc of the 
simple reason ili.u either I hot. 
cane cannot he Knight or when it 
is crushed they .ire never paid. 

And now there is a jicuhlcm. 
The government does nut exactly 
know wind it wants t«> do ids mi 
this sugar business. Ainnepoinr, 
the Head ol State and hi} 
Agriculture Minister are telling 
tlie.se farmers that it li.is imposed 
a billion the importation nj sugar 
and therefore theirs will lie sold 
and they will get nun icy. 

The lies I day. the Mend of 
Stale is saying "tin." More sugar 
will W‘ ini]M)rted but comi|jli>ni 
will be ronlcd out ul'llie iiidusiry 
and it will Iherel'mc l>c sniunth 
and sweet f*u local lutmct s. 

When the head of gov eminent 
made that annum icc mem last 
week, he had just hud n meeting 
withleaders from western Kenya, 
mainly fhingomn district, where 
a lot of cane is grown. 

The president had met Kami 
men from that area tunLthey told 
him that farmers there were 
suffering because processed 
sugar was being kepi in stores, 
while Kenyans were enjoying 
imported sugar. 

Thu president did nut want to 
overlook that si Moment of Tart. 
He reacted nlmost instantly and 
said the sugar business would be 
taken care of and importation 
would bo controlled. At the same 
time, the marketing system would 
he streamlined. 

What then is this wc are 
hearing now? Why, we arc 
asking, did His Excellency 
change his niind so soon? 

I will tell you this; those who 
iuijjorl sugar arc not small boys. 
Those who have thousands of 
bags of imported sugar in ihcir 
storcs are not small boys either. 
They are the rich, powerful and 
rightly connected. 

Those people must have 
whispered anxiously to the 
president and must have told him 
that if they were not allowed to 
bring in sugar and sell it, they 
were bound to suffer. 

I nm tempted to think that the 
president decided to listen to 
those sharks and ignored the 
plight of those western Kenya 
people, who grow sugar cane 
under difficult conditions only 
to hove it processed and stored 
bceausc there is so much from 
abroad in the local shops. 

I do not know for sure, but 
maybe by the timo.you read this,- 
. the president -will have changed 
his mind once again, nnd the 
story will be .that sugar will not 
be imported. 

But why. 1 nm asking, can’t 
(lie government decide? Tlicreis 
something here. His former 
■Minister for Transport, who 
.comes from one of the Kenya’s 
richest sugnrbelts is billor. 

Dahlias Otieno is saying that 
his boss was pressurised by 
greedy powerful politicians to 
reverse the ban on sugar- 
importation. Otieno js saying that 
these are people who do not care 
about the plight ofthe- people 
who grow this stuff. 

I entirely agree with him and 
.1 wont to ask this once again, 
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By James Katululu 

win i arc these greedy fellows 
seeking to just cal alone'. 1 

Who arc they? If they are the 
president's men, then Urey are 
Iliil goml people. They should 
leave him ah me. mi lh;il lie ciln 
si ul uni sugar mess nine am! Ibi 
all. 

Kiruki has yet 
to convince 
Kenyans 

Police CuiniuissiniiLT Shedr.ick 
Kiruki is a very sohgr mull, a 
church elder nnd u very 
convincing man when he decides 
to speak. 

But when the (Kilicc Kiss goes 
■ public, most of what he says is 
either lies, (of course fed to him) 
or lie forgets that he is in charge 
of the police force. 

Kiruki said last week tlui the 
police were serious in combating 
crime and they would only go for 
criminals in then best efforts to 
proiccl the innocent. 

The police boss was speaking 
because many Kenyans were 
furious about the indiscriminate 
killings of suspected trim i mils, 
some, who relatives have said, 
were mfacl iiuiocent people going 
about their business. 

It is tight to say that the police 
must do their job. Kenyans arc 
saying Unit ihey do not want 
criminals in their midst nnd the 
only people who can gel them 
out of the way urc the police. 

Bnl ff the policemen will jwsi 
shoot to kill, then the wanntichi 

are going to be suspicious and 
dead scared. The Police 
Commissioner knows that the 
wannnehi fear guns. The very 
sight of a gun is very scaring and 
one would rather run than see a 
gun. 

I hnve argued before 111 at dead 
men tell no idles. When the police 
shoot to kill, they must justify 
(hat net and whether or not lire 
dead were innocent. 

Last weekend, some of my 
friends were confronted aituidc 
n city hotel by heavily armed 
people who ordered them out of 
their car and before they could 
know whnf wns happening the 
people were all over- them, 
ransack! pg the car their pqckcts . 
My friends were scared stiff 
because they though! these were 
things coining for them and tlicir 
car. 

But alasl these, people 
identified themselves as 
policemen, after they had 
thoroughly harassed- my friends 
arid later distributing them to 
various police stations. 

The cops were saying that. Ihe 
car driven by the young men was 
reported stolen And my friends 
wore therefore carjackers. They 
were lucky that (hey were parking 
when the police arrived otherwise 
if they were on a highway, they 
would have been shot. 


Two days in the cunlcr and 
when the mol her uf ouu of these 
friend:, went to the star inn where 
his soil waft being held, the police 
said they were sorry. They lud 
been given the wrong registration 
number and my friends could 
therefore go home. 

I am now scared of driving jit 
night. Mirny people ore scared of 
asking fora lift because any car 
tun hi he suspected stolen nnd 
people fear t hey could be shut at 
before they can explain 
themselves. 

The police c.iiumt nnd must 
not In; the judge, the jury and the 
exec in inner. They must only 
slnroi when their lives are 
threatened, and even then, they 
must shoot to immobilise. 

It is a fad that the pi lice have 
mill dcied Kei lynus who I i;lvc not 
been given a chance to defend 
themselves. 

Attorney -General Amos 
Wnku says they will be 
in vc s ligated. Who, Mr Wako urc 
you kidding? You are telling 
Kenyans Ihnl the police will 
investigate themselves? And by 
ihe wny wc urc still wailing to 
hear why these police people 
killed Evans Atsangr Lusuli in 
Kiumhu. We arc waiting and can 
hern your .uncomfortable breath, 
Mr Woke and Mr Kiruki. 

Biwott meets 
his match in 
Sumbeiywo 

When by-elections for the Kerio 
Cent nil purlininunlnry seat were 
announced, 1 bet that Mr Elijah 
Sumbeiywo would easily sail 
through. 

1 do not coiuc from that part 
of Kenya hut.]' said Mr 
Sumbeiywo was the righr man 
for (hat scat, knowing very well 
that kingmaker Nicholas Biwott 
did not wen* him. 

And when the Kanu 
nominations were announced, the 
people of Keiyo Central shouted 
at Mr Biwott and told him to 
keep off -their constituency 
because they wanted to elect a 
man of their own witlioui the 
ad vice of the district branch 
chairman. 

Indeed, the people of Keiyo 
are n very powerful lot in the 
government. There are many of 
them holding very senior jobs 
and tlicir lot is said to be -only 
second lo Ihe.Tugcii. where the 
president belongs. 

And the Keiyos owe a lot to 
Biwott for what iliey have so far 
achieved ■ in terms of 
dovclopmunti Bul.cpmc last 
week's choice of their 1 Member 
of Parliament, they told BiwoU 
off and nominated a man the 
kingmaker does nnl like. 

Meanwhile, Biwott listened 
lo them-, and when the 
nominations vfcrc being held, the 
•‘Total. Man” was out of the 
country. 

Come March 14 und the 
pcopleof Kerio Central, Turirana 
Central nnd Kibwczi go fdr 
clecl ion proper. May ihebesLmen 
and woman win. Bin it goes 
without saying that tire Kerio 
Central sent will ' go to 
Sumbeiywo. 
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Special Report 

Wayward 
monks 
to be 

monitored 

By Prangtlp Dacyueng 

To outer inonkdom in Thailand 
may soon he like applying for, in 
office job, with minimum 
cequiremcJiis to he fulfilled ami 
screening lo he scricl ly enforced. 

This follows n spate of 
scandals involving Buddhist 
monks lending to a puhtir outcry 
for a reform program me for the 
men in robes. 

The Department of Thai 
IlclitfK”'- All'll i rs in llu- 
llducatHin Ministry ii.i* prop isi-d 
lint i , dik'.iti>ii,.il <]uii[|hcaliiif)‘i 
.md 'lel.nicil cluia lie 

"luvidecl by those wishing to 
Ivcmne Buddhist monks. 

Details of the plum which 
includes requiring monks in keep 
idol till cation cards, me currently 
lieing thrashed out. 

Registration of monks msd 
finger-printing monks are alsu 
considered essential, says Deputy 
Education Minister Chawnrin 
L&llhasaksiri. He says a "bad 
record" can be ground for 
disqualification. 

In recent months, monks have 
been embroiled in scandals Mini 
have pul Ihc religious comuumily 
in a bad light, 

Thai newspapers publicised 
Ihc ense of Yantra. Amnmro 
Binkku. a famous monk, who 
was nl legcdly lo have had sexual 
affairs with several women. The 
monk was unfrocked and is 
reported lo have left Thailand 
with hundred of millions orbahi 
(one U.S. dollar is equivalent to 
about 25 bnhts) in donation - 
money. 

Another monk, Bhuvonn 
Phikku, is awaiting trial on 
charges of raping hilllribe girls 
below 12 years old. And there 
was also Ihc murder last month 
by a monk of an English woman 
visiiing.n temple. 

ThcThni queen urged "harsh 
punishment" and (lint is whnl he 
gol — the court ordered his 
execution. After the queen’s 
intervention, the education 
ministry ordered about 500,000 
school teachers across the 
counlry-lo watch over monks' 
Ixdmviour und temple activities. 

One activist monk suggested , 
n centre against criminal monks 
and a liotlino for religious 
rehabilitation, 

" TheThni language newspaper 

• Mnliclion suggested the best way 
to solve the ixroblcm wns lobring 

• book people's faith in Buddhism. 

"One factor that con make 
Buddhists 'lake Buddhism 
seriously is the ntfdrmhtlon of : 



Theological input 
in business ethics 


This article on business ethics 
hj 1‘ATRK‘IA CLAIIKE 
appeared In the Observer, a 
United Church of Ciiniuln 
pithlicaMon. 

Business ethics. Is it n term than 
conlrudi'-’s itself? Do Christinas, 
;ii id others who share their values, 
have in park them in (heir pockets 
when they cm ml- to work? How 
do we “go min nil Ihc world" 
when ihc world is indifferent, 
sometimes hostile? 

But taking those values into 
the world, living out mir faith in 
our. jobs, is today’s ‘‘mission 
frontier.” says the Ruv Terry 
Anderson, who tenches ethics at 
VnttL jlivcr School of Theology. 
In today's economy, when Ihc 
only value seems lo be the one 
measured in dollars, you might 
reply,” Mission impossible." 

For some, no problem. To he 
a Christian in the. workplace, 
work hard,* respect authority, h* 
considcrntc nf others and don't 
take home Ihc boss’s pencils. 
Gentle Jesus, meek and mild. 

For others, it means probing 
into values, questioning 
authority, fighting for change, 
benrinf personal responsibility. 
Jesus overturning the 

ntoneyc hungers’ tobies. "There 
is institutional evil when people 
relinquish their own 
Rccoun inbilily to thnt oT Hie 
institution," say* the Rev Jim 
McKnigln, a former banker. 

On S unday we hearabout love 
and justice nnd caring. On 
Monday the bottom line is 
meeting a budget. A nurse can’t 
stop to hold a patient's hand 
because every minute has a dollar 
sign attached. A bank manager 
has lo close out small accounts, 
usually held by the poor and Iho 
powerless, because they don’t 
pay. A supervisor hits to tell 
people they arc out of a job 
because the budget has been 

.lesufi-fiaiti; Love the 
Lord your God withall 


caught in the system." says the 
Rev Rill Phipps. 

In the towers of downtown 
Toronto, people arc getting, 
’’chewed alive," says Alan 
Herbert of the King-Bay 
chnplnincy, nn ecumenical 
ministry to the business 
ciunmimity . He tells about a man 
in his 50s who has spent all his 
working life with (lie federal 
government and whose primary 
value is job security. Now every 
lobisulrisk; his work community 
has disintegrated: the 

camaraderie is gone. 

Phipps hears similar stories 


companies today recognize 
responsibilities' not just lo 
shareholders and lo profit, but to 
others — their suppliers who 
depend on them for taxes, the 
employees who depend on them 
for jobs. 

"Good ethics is good 
business," says Professor 
Leonard Brooks, who teaches 
ethics to University of Toronto. 
A cynic might udd that it also 
heads off the law. 

Changes both in laws and 
public expectations have made it 
good business to be good. Fouling 
the airor the water with industrial 


all ihc compassion and humanity 
that implies. 

Today the business is likely 
to be huge and impersonal, in 
which the individual feels 
powerless. As wc have learned 
more about the world around us, 
our definition of what God 
requires of us has grown. 
Running a business in a Christian 
way means more than' paying a 
fair wage andclosing on Sunday; 
it means stewardship of the 
environment nnd awareness. of 
the Third World. 

Some church people give up 
fighting for their values and quit 



Executives attending a self appi^lsal course... u gDod ethics is good business.” 


meeting a budget. A nurse can't from his parishioners, '.in some 
stop to hold a patient's hand firms everyone is the .enemy, 
because every minute has adnllar everybody a competitor. Some 
sign attached. A bank manager are always looking over their 
!\as lo close out small accounts, shoulder nl who is going lo be 
usually held by the poor and Iho fired next." 
powerless, because they don’t "My heart goes out'io people 
pay. A supervisor hits to tell who have to make those 
people they arc out of a job decisions, soys the Rov Catherine 

because the budget has been Moore of London, Ontario. She 

■ « — — i was in the publishing business 

JestlS sai<|: Love the before entering ministry." Ethical' 

Lord your God witfiall ■ employees must be wringing their 

your heartand with all ? s ".t^r ,h ' Kd " y, '' ,hic ' 
your soul and with all The good news is that, ia tlti 


your soul and with all 
your mittd, and your 
: neighbour as yourself, 

sighed. One, parishioner came ■ 
with Ihc question, "Is there n 
Christian. way to fire someone?" . 
! : The Rev Hurlenc Walker ■ 


world outside Ihcclmrchbqsincss 
ethics is a growth industry, 
Nearly every business school in 
the United Slates and Canada 
now has courses in cthios. Sonic 
20 research units around the 
world rue churning out studies. 


ti-jJi,;' , -'V* iiuiiuiiv iruiRur many . major corporations ore 

KSUiSSiSP'T- *•"»•*■»» .*»!•* like. 'Her Lying lo build clhics into llieir 

.?} , chaugcdrnordQr ; husband, mi cx^culive. had to lay culture, . with ethical 

sncieiv ' ' n ' off 200 pebplc. It was "a really investigators, ethics committees. 

»ciely t the paper snld ui a recent hard lime”, and the experience ethical codes. 


editorial.' 

. Suwaniqi Sntha-anand, a 
.Buddhist scholar ; from 


hard, time” ond.'the experience ethical codes. 
led lu? Mo- develop the United Investment -funds, which, 
HuriHi,,*! ’ ... i r Church's pioneer. Workplace screen their purchases on ethical 

i rQm 1 MtuiSfr^Shcsa^,"! realized as well as economic criteria. 

• !, ie ®beuniion business people ■ proliferate arid on Hie wlwle do 
l T ] ^'S^ wrttrtuttonof thc os - AVCII Its or better then’ 
. ohurch. Wc.pray to? people Vfho , iiivestmem funds that don’t 


' '^hnntjVe'U 


waste is against the law. 

Refusing jobs to people 
because of their colour is against 
the Inw. Corporate naughtiness 
makes the headlines aqd the six 
o'clock news. 

“Companies can’t keep things 
hidden."' Brooks says. "If a 
corporate action affects a tribe in 
Brazil, wc know 1 1 .that night." 

Cheating your employees and 
customers . may cut costs and 
increase sales in the short term. 
Blit in Ihc long term, "it’s clear to 
me that almost always profit is 
enhanced by living out your 
values," says Grcig Clark, who 
founded College Pro Painters and 
nowruns an investment business. 
"Trent your employees properly - 
and they'll slay arid others will 
want to work for you. Treat 
customers fairly and they '11 come 
back. 

. A .manager facts ethical 
dilemma every day, he says arid 

he has “suffered pain.’’ when he 
did not live up to his values. "It 
gives you knots in the tiimmy 
(Mid then it. blows up in your • 
face," 

We grew up in aculiurc which 
nssumed that it was Christian, 
ttnd whAV happened nl work on 
Monday was. basically friendly 


tire big firms. Catherine Moore 
left publishing because she 
wasn't .comfortable with what 
the company wanted her to do. 
"I couldn't just liston to the 
bottom' line." 

For Jim McKnight, who was- 
a bank branch manager, the 
ethical questions were a key to 
his going into ministry, As a 
manager, he was encouraged to 
get rid of small "nuisance” 
accounts — the paperboy, the 
single mother. He objected. "To 
me. the value of the person .was 
greater than the value of profit,’" 
he says. 

John- Oil, nn accountant, left 
IBM ’(which he recognizes as a 
pacesetter in- fairness lo 
minorities) because of all- 
pervosive.office polilics-and the 
"dehuiniriizing environment,” 
He says, "t wanted to be more 
than a small chip in n computer 
• circuitboord," ’ 

On the olher hand, Denise 
Walters, a bankfinancial analyst, 
says she has to defend herself at 
the’ bank for being a. Christian, 
. "Church people like- to bank- 
bash." she says. "When ! say I 
work for a bank, they say, You 
poor thing." In 21 years. I’ve 
never had lo make a decision’that 
goes against Christian 


repairs. Tenants who don’t pq 
rent. Tax evasion (an area in 
which the church with extra- 
liberal lax-freehousing and travel 
allowances is not guiltless). 

Kickbacks. False insurance 
claims. “Liberating" company 
property. It's not just the boss 
who is guilty. 

A 1993 report* in the 
management magazine CMA 
says employees steal S20 billion 
a year- in Canada , a loss that 
causes 30 per cent of small 
business failures. 

Other actions can he legal but 
unethical. It is legal to lay off 
employees, prov ided the required 
severance is paid. It is unethical 
to advertise the next day for hill 
as many people to do the same 
work,' for less. pay. It is more 
ethical lo get the staff together to 
contribute to the solution. 

The toughest ethical issues 
have no right or wrong, noblick 
or white, but shades of grey. 
Every choice has costs. Do you 
outplace a quarter of your staff 
now and stay afloat, or keep 
everyone on the payroll and ell 


Don’t rock the boat. 
Watch your back. 
What’s right is what the 
boss wants. Look out 
for number one. I!m 
just doing my Job. 

Everyone does it. What 
you don’t-know won’t 
hurt you. Anything 
goes if it makes money, 
The goiden rule: the 
one with thegold makes 
the rules. GNP equals 
GOP. 

sink together? 

Do you shift an order toanew 

supplier, at a lower pk*. 
preserving money f° r 
workers’ w«S es 
shareholders’ dividends. 

‘you stay loyally Wlll \* 
longtime supplier? How . 
balance your responsibility w 
all -your stakeholders’- 
■employecs, 5 “ pp 1 ’ 
shareholders, the public? 

But that’s the defmtlionolj 

moral dilemma, Terry An* 
says: every choice is le«^ 

ideal. The problem is how to » 

faithfully in an 
Not only is there n° clc ® 
and wrong but Christians i 
good conscience differ sW* 
which is the lesser evil. . 


f Kcecn.Qrilauliamswhomeasuiu. Monday W basically friendly Z" r h ^,' 

tqrik^sethcindA'ey.ror'/ riood.'aL collective nroiesi’ Wc' 1 Sunday. Componres wor? Some ethical -decisions are 

fitcj&ifMiilerkmie c p i'[ - Iy £ M «■ bigslopforwoid, .snys smaller; oflcn more personally straightforward It’s Wrona • 

a32l,T-' ^r l | J ' i ^V- r0 ^ n l -""" SOd ^ P to P |e > ht > morally nnd Jeg a ||v,Mi.lc»ding 

: : 1 :' .|Pp;Rv | y n,c *. porspnai-utrisiipn; • consul I mu on ethical investing sincerely say, "l try to nin 'mv - advertisim* Fnnfhii • 
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Women's concerns 


In salute of a 
visionary widow 


!i is nearly six years since Bishop Alexander 
Kipsang Mugc of the CPK Eldoret Diocese died. 
But hisspirit lives on, thnnks to the tireless efforts 
of bis widow Henna. 

The controversial clergyman died in a 
mysterious road accident on a return journey from 
Busin-' Today, the mention of his name makes 
many raise their eyebrows. 

In life, his sheer charisma and Ihc manner of 
taking the "bull by the horns"put him in n situation 
where he made more enemies than friends in the 
political realm. 

Hernia Mugc has comfortably fitted in his 
shoes, save for the cleric’s job. Whenever she 
speaks, be if in church or any other forum, she 
arouses interest. 

During an interview at her Elgon View Estate 
home inEldoret, shcconfidcd thut her mam concern 
since Ihc death of her husband wns to ensure that 
their four children, two boys nnd two girls, get 
good educalion; 

One of Ihc children, Andrew, is reading 
medicine at the University oCTexas while Elizabeth 
left recently for further studies in Philadolphih. 

’The olher son, Amon, will soon be joining his 
brother and sister in- the States. Mrs Muge is 
hopeful that Esther, though married, will, along 
with her husband also further her studies. 

Hernia spend s mos l -of her lime farming. She 
says that the Kenyan fanner was going«through a 
lot of problems. “Weharvcst maize, yet wc cannot 
market iL I am a dairy farmer, but you can see what 
is happening at K.C.C. I have nor been paid for 
milk delivered aince August 1995". 

.She says she will continue standing by what 
her husband cherished - justice and truth. 
According to her, justice and truth should prevail 
if the church in Kenya and the CPK in particular 
are to be the light for Kenya. 


"Idon'tlike thegoingsron within (he Anglicqn 
Church of today; ! would like lo see some changes 
at least," aheskya in reference lo several incidents 
where church leaders have been accused of being 
involyed in various unorthodox activities. 

Hernia's other dream is to sec the marketing of 
a book'on her late husband which was launched on 
15th. 'August,- 1993, -at Jncnrnndn Hotel by 
■ Atehbislioji Desmond Tutu of South Africa. 

The book, BeVo^rf the Silence oj death: The 


By Seth Mu sis I 

Life and Theology of Bishop AUwaihler Mm ;v, 
wns compiled and written by the NCCK. and 
according to Hernia, she is not aware whether it is 
being marketed and if so, at what price. 

She says that during the launch, she whs also 
made to believe that Bishop Muge Memorial 
Fund had been launched, and so was the Bishop 
Muge Lecture Awacd. "As to the I'nml. I don't 
know how much lias been raised so far ami with 
regard to the award, I have never heard about 
Bishop Muge Lecture which wns supposed to be 
annual." 

How about the upwutd mobility of women in 
ihc country? “Men are still in control almost in 
every sphere of life," Hernia Mugc says arid 
cannot understand why the government has not 
seen it necessary to hove women as district and 
provincial commissioners. 

Snys she: “Even after more than 30 years of 
independence, Kenya has only two women 
permanent secretaries. Go to church and you will 
find (hat it is still male-dominated. Arc women not 
well educated? What explanation is there lo have 
just one woman in the cabinet ?" 

But Herma does not spare women either and 
and thinks that women are partly to blame for 
most of 'the shortcomings affecting them. For 
instance, even though women arc in the majority 
when it comes to electing parliamentarians or 
councillors, most opt to vote for men. 

“Even in the church, women are the greatest in 
number in.lhe congregation, yet the leadership 
remains in men's hands," she Inmcnls saying dial 
the problem is inherently women's because it 
would seem as if they still prefer lo follow while 
men continue to lead. 

Mrs Muge hasdichighest regards for all women 
parliamentarians elected on opposition tickets, 
because only one had todate defected lo Kanu 
whereas many men ejected on opposition tickets 
had moved back -to the ruling parly after being 
induced to do so monetarily. 

She is convinced that Kenya could be a.better 
Country lo live in if women were more not only in 
parliament, cabinet and civil service, but also in 
churches since Ihc mqjority of them do notsuccumb 
cosily lo corruption. 

Herma feels that the woman in Iho rural area is 
not getting her rightful share of the country's 
development. She.b|ames this on women in 
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Mrs Herma Mugc and Bishop Desmond Tutu during the launching of the Muge 
Memorial Fund. 
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important position who. she says, hnvc failed to 
workout programmes beneficial lo the rural arc as. 

“The women in the rural areas should be made 
aware that they loo were capable of cliinbiiiE the 
ladder. in -society. This is possible if womens 
projects will be tilled towards the rural woman. 

“Rural women should have equal shnre when 
it comes lo nl tending either national or i nlenial ional 
conferences. They should be educated oil how to 
invite to their areas some of the leading women ill 
the country who will discuss with them issues 
affecting them aud their rights," says Bishop 
Muge's widow. 

On early pregnancies and related issues 
affecting young girls, Henna blames parents, 
"Whnl is happening (o these kids has to do with! he 
way we nre bringing them up. not the way wc 
ourselves were brought up under strict discipline 1 
by our own parents arid grandparents,” she says 


Bom on July 27, 1 952, in Nandi district, Herma 
was educated at Sulungai, Kurgung and Tulwa 
schools. -Be tween 1968 and 1976 she wns a nursery 
school tcnclicr. 

She nostalgically remembers 1971 because 
this is the year wlien Alexander Muge confessed 
his love for her and they went ahead and got 
married. She resigned from leaching III 1976 lo 
join her husband who was studying to become a 
priest at Si Mary's Church. Kabete. 

While in Nairobi, she briefly worked as a 
prisons officer, but resigned in 1979 again to join 
Iter husband who by then was studying in London. 
For two nnd half years she worked in a London 
hospital to support her husband who needed tuition 
fees because he did not have a full scholarship. 

In June 1983, the Mugcs moved to Eldorct 
where Alexander had been elected bishop of the 
djocese. 


Women prepare for 1997 general elections 


^ By Muthonf Wanvekl 

.Kanyiw Women have decided lo 
Mate a fdrum to ensure that their 
! concerns fc®h*r6 strongly in 
. electiohs scheduled' for 

. “to 1997 - arid that more women 
V Hin forpoliticri] office. • 

... A of more, than 30 

’■’oroeit'g &n<j civil education nori- 
& Cfn ? , '« nUI organisations 
.;'^G0s>v; 'ahd' : female' 
• ?^J-f rT ’ Bnl ® r iab8 organised .by 
’ : ,£ c Nalional Commission On Irie 
,-f^pfWomenNdsW, agreed 
■ ^ fortnight ago. . 

^ en ■^ iee< M platform to 
.... their political views from 

v pe^fSectivq,'' says Dr 

chairwoman pf 
’! . nbp-pait isiiii lobby 

greater female 
7. i^ 0l Mnm^bn^if ei -^n ie 
dominated 

pribciple ” of - co- 
; 'i: ^~ na ddii hrid cdbekiveness lifts' 
i. •:V : S';^“PWt’ f -Nib'mo 'said.', 
e ty^d.ohoices;' to droale 
political- lobby 

:■■■■ 
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parliamentarians and 24 of the 
1 ,029' municipal councillors in 
Kenya arc women,; far short of 
the 30 per cent target proposed 
by theU.N. Economic nnd Social 
Council and endorsed by the 
Fourth World Conference of 
Women, held in Beijing last 
• September, 

Posters bearing- Ihc 
exhortation "Go women go! To 
.parliament or we nre lost", have 
bcoivposlcd on walls in Nairobi, 
but there Arc still many obstacles 
to fcrnnlc participation liVpolitics, 
including sexist beliefs and 
behaviour, family [t|id childrcnrc 
responsibilities, high costs und 
ferir of running cinnpai^is." 

'“The reul i violence 
experienced by womeii dijring 
elections and the implied 
violence which hovers over the 
heads of women any lime they 
come out -to challenge unjust 
structures are barriers lo women’s 
effective participation," snys 


Kenya, 

■''Mosicommnnities in Kenya 
do not recognise women's 
leadership," adds Musyoni . "This 
also mcfliis that men from such 
communities ere not supportive 
of women .who would wnrii to 
stand for An elective post.” 


of their campaign meetings by 
theinnale opponents, according 
to the report, which also found 
the iwrties invariably .accepted 
women candidates as a lost resort. 
Hum gave them less finauccot 
support than- their .male 
counterparts. Violence against 


Women ore hol expected to '• women voters Waselso common, 


be outspoken or to (aik. about 
politics,” says Lilian Mwmtra, 

• head or Ihc National Cquncil of ■ 
..Women of Kenya (NCWK), the 
, national umbrella for women's 
.. NGOd, which is involved in .lhe 
nowiniliativc. “We nec<l training 
in public speaking, in campaigns 
management arid money -to 
fihftncc'our enmpaigns." 

A report by (he , National 
Election Monitoring Unit on 
Kenyu’s first liiulii-porty general 
elections in 1992, said "more 
■ women could have .won 
pnrlianuintafy and civic positions 
were it not. for electoral 
malpractices targeted specifically 


Mb MusvonL. WOlben . elections nnu me impuco «.«ny« s .u S .mu,.,-|j. ul3 r^„crm - ................ 

“ - -. • violence which hovers over the elections in 1992. said "more ‘As vpicrs, many women 

unrecognised Uca( j s Qf women any ( i mc they . women could have won . were impeded by illileracy nnd 

•arouD which willbrina toEcther come out -to challenge unjust pnrlinmuiiafy and civic positions - by Ijie lack of information, 

women MPs j women from civ il structures are barriers lo women’s w« re it not for elec to r nl leaving the in open^ to 

socieiv womon from' the effective pari icipni ion." snys malpractices tiugeledhpccificnlly innmpulfUioii by their husbands 

• srassKMts or lo cfcatc a partisan • Wnsyc Musyohi. a cp-ordmulor , against women." . »" d orathers, she continued. 

Ddlitical nartv^' • - with the Advocacy Unil of the .; 'Tlwsemcliided^arnsGmonlof “Don I forget thnt there was block 

•^’Only six of the ■ 200 •' I^fttiprtjiiCouiici 1 6f Churches of : wbineiicandidatesroiddisriiplion voting along edinfc lined. 


preventing many from venturing 
to the polling stations which 
opened Into. 

."As candidates, women were 
very much in the- background," 
says n spokeswoman (ront the 
nongovernmental- Instil ute Tor. 
Education in Democracy (IED). 
“But there was no level-playing, 
field.' Ours is n money culture 
anti women don't typically have 
access to the kind, of money 
needed lo run n campaign. 

"As vpicrs, many, women 
•were impeded by illileracy nnd 
by l\}c lack of information, 
leaving them open to 
mrinipidntion by their husbands 
and brothers," she continued, 


of the as yet unregistered 
opposition S&finaParty, feels that 
part of the problem lies with 
woman themselves. - 
• "Women keep saying that 
Urey, aren't involved, that they ‘ 
ere marginalised," says Kobebcri, 
one of the few Kenyon women lo 
hold a high position in a political 
■party. "Yet wc are also self- 
marginalising, although there ore' 
reasons for that, likesacialis ation. 

"Women head ihc many civic 
arid democratic education 
organizations in this count ry^Wc 
must be willing to take 4he next 
step forward," 

Touddrcss those issues, many 
women’s- groups and .civic 
education organizations .have 
been underinking voter and civic 
education since 1992.. The new 
initiative, by co-ordinating that 
work, will continucrin agenda on 
women’s involvement in the 
democratization process worked 
out nl. two' national conventions 
for women held in 1992, 
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Politics made easy 



Voters wait patiently in a queue tp elect their representative during that 1992 g< 


general elections. 


MPs don't have a 


monopoly 


ideas 


25. Whnl IFI inn under with to 
keep information secret? 
Again, it will depend on ihe 
information you have and what 
public inlerest you Minch to it. If 
lhat Information is based on slate 
security ami in (he interest of the 
country, (lien making ii . public 


Correspondent BLAM URL against 80 lhal is repealed. 
NJURjURl continues in Therecan beno devekipmeni. 
question and aqswer format to 5 1,601,16 cannot meet frecI y 10 
Explain how yotere can be' of dlscuss ’ P ,an flnd implement 
help to their Member of dcVelopmenl P m i ects - 

Parllnn,iu.l 


- ■ "‘“““l-l u 

Parliament 

. — — 30., A pari from Interested 

endowments and charitable constituents and the MP, can 
organisations which could raise other'people like government 
fundsthiotiglithcsupportofthe officers- be co*opted as 
rich businesses and Farmers co- members of local Think-Tanks’ 

operatives to assist the less By all means of coiffTe. nt 

Th'wTT, , are m “" y W '" 

The MP cannot develop a government officials with 

co„ s . 11U enc y nlonel S ped n ]ize^aini„g whc, m ayt 

iNOn-governineninl ^illjngtoassistinsiKhinitiBlivG 

organisations (NGOs Jean create Agriculture andverei^ 

pubilc r or s P«ia!ized .projects in a constituency while 

fhnK' 1 issues, witid, the local police boss could bo of 

.hoMP lias no limeor resources good advice on security projects 


could bo injurious to the nublir . men,s and ^aritable 
good, ff however, it is^cli ^ raise 

information os a cover uo of l 7°^’ Ihc support of the 


liiforinntion os a coyer up of a 
crime like murder, corrupt deals 
‘such as irregular lender awoiti or 
nn impending attack on one 
section of the community by 
another^ then public duty would 
require you hot to conceal it. 

26r How else can I be 6f use lo 
my MP? 

Your member of Parliament is 
an important person in the 
society. However, he decs not 
have a monopoly of ideas and 
you should always fool- free to 


rich businesses and farmers co- 
operatives to assist the less 
fortunate in a society. 

The MP cannot develop a 
constituency alone I 

Non-governmental- 


myMP? puoiic^or specialized projects in a constituency while 

Your member of Parliament is J**'!' 0 lssues ’ w,,ic1 ' ll,e local P°bcc boss could bo of 

an important person in the ,,as 1,0 ‘'me or resources gowl advice on security projects 

society. However, he does not initiated by tire public, 

have a monopoly of ideas and M Ml , _ - However.such involvement 

you should always fool- free to “S, 1 * 4 th * badw of fiwenunent offiem should 

shMe your ideas individually and ^^ a ™ 1 *Tf. nkorallfli e be approached with cautioned 

collective^ with younMP. This through such clear conscience as someofthem 

could be idens on community '5™;, llriJ ' may not wish to be involved iir 

development or improvement of Jr. 1 J* doM ml have could .be seen aspolitical 

agricultural; practices,, which ™. 1 haadofeaoh and every activities. Many will frownatthe 

could in turnbesprend toother !". h& “fluency or ideaof being asked to assist in a 


development or improvement of 

agricultural ; practices!, which 

could in turn be spread to other 
constituents in public meetings. 
Others cbnhl generate job: 
opportunities' through, the. 

; establishment or businesses and 
other projircts, \ 


project in the constituency or idea of being asked to assistin a 

v * h9t ° hedby ' -initiated- by opposition 

„ JW . Think Tank.- ft is not even MPs which need not beTe case 

opportunities . through the. jnywqy- - Bni, due tp in a politically mature; society. 

: establishment or businesses and 'J^ naU °. n «« nd Mlternalional Presently there is a lot of bad 
. other projects. hcWie could be used blood between various political 

Jichco-opcrauan could lead « Which P*^®*™* 1 government officers. 

;£'** bsinbiiabment of "Thkik- ‘ ' Thi » is »°< 8<>°d for -the 

Tapfo* which could comb up \ aUbou « h would development of our.peopIe 
Arilh projetjs ihm amid m n by : 1101 dD Vbotuid to-dp so. . • ■ . V 

iho ; Cqnsjilucnts without ■ ■ ■ '■ A MP should be a good 31;" Does that then- mean 

. ^warily, being , seen ns tlw- ^^"‘ty.pr&anizcr, He/she membersof different political 
W oWn pfojet p ^ has been a : wor * ttPlfll 0,her !< *? al P Brtl « cannotbetong to the 

.tendency, in. the .« ■.. '-J !; -.' r-v . same Tftlnk Tfaak? 

■ .i'.;., '.V /an"' SL ; ' : - No. they can, becausethc interest 

11, How el&ecan a Think Tdnk W9 heed 8 P eclaI of-mchThiu* Tanka should be 

Assist .Constituents? ; J 1 -’, > ' -V “ * w *“ s ‘ to fortheb we fit 0 f aUre8identaof 

^pmbining resour cfcs frort) * TWnk ** toiwtkuencjyuThese me the 

pferttri* with' varied •£?“* C0n v«nes? ■ kind of.hrtHDM MU k- L 


31;" Does that then- mean 
members of different political 
parties cannot -belong to -the 

same Think 1>0k? 

No. they can, beeause^ the interest 
of«ich Think Tanks should be 
fcf the benefit of aUnsidenls of , 
the tohstitueneyuThese an the 
Und of -bridges voters and- their 

hAllflnal . l^n'J.w. ■ .« ■ < ^ 


32. Can people belonging (o 
. different political parlies Share 
same views? 

The reality is that in competitive 
politics, which is the- basis of 
multi-party politics parties have 
different manifestos and 
priorities and will generally 
pursue issues in different styles. 
Political loyalties also tend to 
make it difficult for members of 
different political parties to 
support ideas mooted by rival 
loaders -and their supporters. 
Their gaols may however be the 
same. To uplift the living 
standards of- the people. In a 
democracy, people from different 
political parries should listen to 
each other and work together for 
the common good. 

t ».To avoid cotepatMon and 
J rivalry over-ideas andproJ«cts 
than Is h bitter to belong to 
onlyone party :TheMPsparty? 
No. For democracy to be enjoyed 
folly it means you. have your 
Tight' of choice, Thi right to 
choose which party to belong to 

and what Ideaato stand ahdfight 

for. If you share similarly or. 
generally the same-ideas as youf 
MPor his party well and jgcodi If 

you do not, then you shbuld stand 

by your views and selLthem to 
others whomay or may no tagrei 
with you; ■ That: is *iv»t 
competitive politics is all about 


be monopolistic in ideas just like 
some manufacturers of various 
products. Indeed, lhat iswhyyou 1 
now. hear of political reforms 
which arc intended to breakup 
these dictatorial and 
monopolistics tendencies by 
some political leaders. In our 
political market, all the people 
should hear all the political 
parties -and then decide for 

themselves, which one they want. 

35; To avoid all this confusion 
te It hot bet terfor me to vote for 
my relative or a member of my 
clan or tribe as MP? 

As nine]] 'ns the old saying that 
'Blood is thicker than water'' 
goes, politics is not a family or 
clan business. Some families 
have produced politicians - who 

haveboih politkud -dynasties tat > 
this has depended on.how they 
have endowed themselves to the 
electorate. ' ^ 

AU. . families cannot be 
represented in parliamehtnorcan 
.all Individual dans. Vote for the 
best candidate. ' 


Feature 

Born-again 

cop tells 
how police 
force can 
be cleansed 

By JeffMbum 

If Uwre is one force tl, al CM 

cleans the Kenyan police forte 
of all the ills bedevilling ij, ,t,„ 
^ong army of horn- a g ain 
Christians working f romw i| h;f) 
This is the conviction 0 f 
I Senror Assistant ]fo|j cc 
Commissioner, in Charge of 
Nairobi Province. Mr Julius R 

Kirn it lie. 

Talking lo ibis wriicr fresn 
»' s Milininni Traffo, 
h end quarters office. Kiraiihc 
Imped Hu* Kenya Police Chnsiion 
Associatimi will soon ht 
registered so that it cun intensify 
its work among members uf tin- 
police force. 

He said the iLssociulinn mat 
formed in July 199*1 for horn- 
ngoin Christians within the 
different nrms or the police id 
encourage and support one 
another iff their difficult iwrl. 

Asked how the idea of 
fonningsueh an associationume 
about,- this born-again Christian 
explained that some years backi 
Swiss police officer, wlto also 
happened to be a coinmitisd 
' Christian, visited Kenyaandsold 
the idea to Kcnyanpolice officers. 

Kiraithe noted that by virtue 
of their work, policemen aod 
policewomen -were open to 
corrupt ionand other professional 
temptations. But for him and 
other born-again policemen, they 
can testify that they have seen 
the hand of (lie Lord at workand 
they have been able to resist I 
temptations. 


Jnrm't. Mur th |-15. |9«M» J.l 


Books Reviews 


Preparing the 
individual for 

self-employment 
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■ jua kali" is a Kiswahili plirase 
which means hot sun. But in tliu 
popular Sense, especially within 
the business circles, it has been 
used to refer to' all activities that 
hive Ihe elements of inothcr 
naiare. both natural and physical, 
lo offer service to nil those who 
need it. 

The term "jua kali" was 
originally applied lo those 
artisans who set up garages in the 
open spaces especially on 
roadsides. Today, Africans with 
the large workshops, industrial 
plants, hospitals, and other 
professionals have started 
referring to their establishments 
as "jua kaliV. 

This book under review is a 
discussion on the preparedness 
of the individual for the purpose 
of effective self-determination. 
Different people from different 
cultural’ backgrounds and 
different age think and will act 
differently to a- given situation. 


Title: How io win in /h e 
cumins Jim Kali Boom 
Author: Samuel M.Wnmae 
Publisher: Kenya Quality & 
Productivity Institute: 1995 
Price : Sh 450 
Review er : Okoko Tervil 

The nomads fell- contented with 
idem of keeping und rearing 
livestock; the colonial period 
introduced Ihe money economy 
making people to have und 
scramble lor physical comforts 
of the modern world. The elite 
see themselves as best positioned 
to go into thecrcnt ion of physical 
comforts. 

Divided into 20 chapters, the 
book becom6s-» prescriptive 
document, for the achievement 
and procurement of the physical 
comforL lhat resides in the bowels 
of this otherwise stingy business 
modern world. It hoists the render 
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Flnal^produci... furniture most people at a Jogoo Rnad 


to high realms of hope. 

. The uiilhurptedicis u sluHlugc 
of iuipoi ictl goods in whin lie 

calls Ihe jua kali era. . Large 
qunnlilie.s of cheap items, pour 
quality iioneihelcss, are going to 
come from jua k,il t . This is wJun 
he cnlls “ ihe coming jua kali 
boom", 

■ One should stun providing 

those tilings now so m to cash in 
and prosper during the 
prophesied boom. 


Provided with case studies 
on pcrsunaliiic.s like Maduiully 
Mnnji or the House of Mmiji 
fame, and Stella Minna, this 
simple hut rich in philosophy 
hook is u stressing of lire thesis; 
Creiitiug oppori unity where it 
doesn't seem to exist. These are 
people who .started from the 
scratch, grew from grass lo grace 
through detenu inaliun. Imrd 
work and patience. 

Mnnji iruded in lianntias using 


two wills ns his capital. This 
grew to liecoine the present 

fliimimyiini House of Mnnji. 
Mlmtii sold millet lo build n 
business empire. 

The iri ck lie hi nd their success 
is quality, for quality is service 
delivered well. Enriched with 
grnphical illustrations, 
hypothetical duln und authorial 


comments, flow to win in th t • 
C fuiiing Jun Ktih Boom is mi 
only an inspiration voice to any 

render hut an niulmntaiivc ihesis 
of success in Imsiness, Though 
simple in language, its inoud is 
encouragingas is ils style unique. 
Its direction is clear, in logic 
unequivocal. An umpathciical 
accoiiiu of complnccncc, nnd u 
must reading for all. . 


Author calls for political 
and theological integration 


Q!frustfatlori 3 success 


i ich ^erirdl^f K- :> c Wefa ^nd District , 'during tfre tJoriodvbetweon 


«v«A- bfffc wa8 ^ simply . became theV^tfa 


34. Buttbereare areas Vrhkh 
are- zoned fOr obe party and 

other*, including MPs,aiti fold 

to lttep. away? ' ; , , 

There ft ip law in Ketiya vvhloh 
Pfovidw. for. zoning of any part 
, 9f ^country for any party, This 

!■ j dictatorial and monopoliitic , 

approach to mnjri-paity pOlifics 

Pnty.ahoutd reatrict the 

operation, of iriv«]parfy..They : 
;are all our pgrtieti P 

J You Perhap, should V 
undttatand that politics is what V 
you could describe M a market V: 
tor WeM. ^epaopte^;^. ,5- 


36. What should I cpnaldar? 
Pfi»tand foremost, it is.alway, a 
good flung to. understand the 
foaiii^Mtos of allpplitical parties 
so that-you can decide which 
rqjresent.-your; interest beat, in 
■foo past, many good ideas have 
b«n ,i«ere pladtudes in party ' 
mioifesto whidihaveriever been 
• implemented. : ' 

: Asavoteryoqhavethepower- 
to throw out a party that does not 
live up to 1 , iu pledges and 
“^rniilments^even if itis.ybur 

..own party! 

3l Does tbat mean I can fo«« 
againat a candidate at my- 
party? 

Yea-xif course If you think he/ 
she may not five up to your 
expectations apdifyou think your ■ 
party has outlived its usefulness, 
youcan vqftfora^tt^jpa^. 

. ' y Cputo/ykty in t/u n*xl Issue ! . 'j 


■Ibe ezpmnoed but hu# 
police officer narrated' how hi 
!became saved In 19T0.when h* 
was based in -the hostib.Norih 
EastemProvlnce. He was rinrifij 
religious ■ -experiences with I 
group of policemen and it wii 
then he realised lhat although ht . 
had been bom and brought ifyii 
.a.- Christian family,' he had & 

■ accept -Jesus as his perionti 

; saviour. Prom that timetherewii 

■ no turning- back and befall fad 
no moment of regret.' 

"IWfi been offered farfljpiiw 
I’ve flatly said no.’! he (Mu« 
adding that the good thing with 
born-again Christians ii.thstlhff : 
act according to their conviakft , 

The Aasiitsnt Commliffaxw 


Started.it could not tiki Wy 
umnediately since they did li« 

, know Ihe -number of bonMftiil 
members of the police, -So they* 
sent’ messages aU-dVer-Afl*] 
asking those who werelatire«*id|: 
to contact them.. . ' 

"The respoiise walvffy, 
-encouraging. Many inter# 1 " , 
police officers s#ld lh^ w*# 

writlpgforsuoh mcrghnlwtio^ •- 

he stated. 

Onb mejor development 
. the association was whe^* / 
October last year it orgsitis»J • 
seminar ft* 35 officers it W ' -; 
Universitvof Nairobi, ■ ! 

' . TmtmrA*}? i 


tioakiTfie Salt In the Slew: 
Christians in Politics 
Author: LawfordN. I m unde 
Publisher: The Gaita Centre 
Publications Ltd, Meru 
Year: 1994 • , 

Reviewer: MutumaRutpere 

yenrs now,' African 
“wtoginns have wrestled with 
J* an °ten| conundrum of church- 
^ re J°rioiiship. In a conlinent 
wiw? for decades governments 
»vc lifelessly forced citizens 
•■“Wgli Ihe bloody treadmill of 
"Jersey, the mission of 
*roslianity has time and again 
^called to question. 

- 1 . ”“®iy Christ i &ns acquiescing , 
Paalian ^junction of- 
T^issjon ■ to lauihority- have 
themselves any role in 
l heir Und. The 1 

riAi/L* 8 - 8 '^ eed “ pernicious 
^fnption toahe notion of 

Qf P 0111 ' 0 *' bas 
Z^ytannlca! leaders and 
Jtnched theirogoisticdemnnd 

^SSS! ins 

J^itb t this mist 0 f confusion 

. PPfesslon however, has 

8 ‘^ ns ^ mmil,ed 
’ ° F f '^ e<?!o8y m 
J^iih^he deinands for social 

ffiih h ^T*^ pn ^ 0kuUu 

Tiniothy.Njoya have been 

^uen(to lhi , epd , 

Wk mii he S Ubl ^ a ' £6,10f the 
L**fert . 



The Rev Imunde... challenging church leadership. 


SfflffS*. The -foreword. 

bMm.a'n '• rights 
4bMilf — — exiioris 
•be 

J^f^risnaiiii^asaservant 

. ' )! - . . ■•- 


' to (be state to read the work and 
meet its argument. 

The author begins by ( 
disputing the contention by some 
i Christians that- there is a . 
dichotomy bet weep things .' 
Christian and things worldly. 'In 
this introductory chapter he 
prepares the reader for the thesis 
that runs through the text when , 
he argues dial It is.orrdneous for 
Christians to ' magnify the 
spiritual over the temporal, 

By delving into antiquity in 
subsequent chapters, the Rev 
bnundp seeks to illustrate that 
■say theology that does not 
integrate politics in its 
formulation is biblically wanting. 
He surveys the fives of Moses, 
Neheniiah ariti iesiu as well as 
the early church history in Europe 
and .Africa arguing that .those, 
Bible. figures were hot merely ' 
spiritual 1 ministers bat political ' 


■leaders as weU. 

At the hesrt of the politics; 
religion debate, the work argues,, 
are the twin issues of obedience 
to God. and commitment to 
humanity; The two aro best 
blended by the lives of Nehcmiah 
and Moses while Jesus 
“epitomizes th convergence par 
excellence of the two".. . 

Moses, through religious 
events, laid. the foundation for 
political socialize ifori and value 
formation for Israelites. In 
addhiop to supervising Israel's 
transition from a collectivity of . 
tribal groupings to a nascent 
nation, Imunde proposes that he 
else laid the neeessaiy foundation 
on which the Hebrew legal 

system was to grow> 

W-hm Jesus preached' and 
practised can be summed up.Jn 
the. phradd "right pdlitios is 
reitgion". This-is thepath every 


Christian must unhesitatingly 
pursue, the uuihor notes. 

The last chapter is a call to the 
church iu Africa lo work out a 
theology best in tandem with the 
changing realities. It is (lie 
author's .contention that the 
church in Africa has allowed 
itself to be minister to Caesar 
rnrher than to the people. 
Participation in social 
transformation, Imunde argues, 
is the enduring challenge to Hie 
church leadership in the 
continent. 

The stale in Africa <luis 
Iriiiisl'ornied itself to a .god. 
demanding uncritical worship 
from the citizens. The question 
the work poses in this final 

chapter is, "whpre wns the. 
prophet when the political leaden 
of this world transformed 
themselves into gods?" Where 
were the church leaders when 
the state became a deity? 

By putting together this book, 
the author, himself -a widely 
published theologian, lias made 
a contribution to the search for 
the relevance of Christianity to 
the African man. He endorses 
the view of other scholars- like 

Ngugi wsf Thiong'o and Kabiru 
Kinypnjui, that religion must 
touch man where he has been 
seared, . 

-The tide of Ihe book is a ' 
suggestion that the involvement 

of Christians in politics is like 
what salt is to food: an absolute 
necessity. Imunde has written a 
book that is .intellectually 
stimulating.. Every thoughtful 
reader-should by it. 


Madnially Mauji's 

nuiobiogrnpliy is not just a 
positive contribution to 
entrepreneurship but also n 
tremendous input to the work of 
art and literature. 

It is a ricli documentation of 
events in one's life and this 
perhaps should send others with 
equally rich -accounts or. their 
lives thinking and stimulate them 
to Hike pen nnd paper and 
document ilioir lives to enhance 
the rending Df this country '* own 
success stories. 

Mnnji ’s is a stoiy of trials and 
tribulations, failure nnd success 
in business njid industry. It has 
you rend ing on a nd oil in nn eff ort 
to find out how one episode builds 
onto the next. 

The book is an explicit 
ncL-unm of n boy working for his 
father, for either somoclsc or 
himself before venturing into 
industry nnd becoming wealthy 
_ and influential, ft is a story, like 
henolM, of“typical business and 
industrial pioneers." intertwined 
with the- "lives, successes and 
failures of the various enterprises 
Undertaken". 

The monitors are the story of 
the House of Mnnji from its 
hut nblebeg inning to ihatpfbdng 
the most outstanding food 
processing industrial concern iri . 
Kenya and eastern African wMi 
products ranging from biscuits, 
sweets, pasta, milk powder to 
breakfast cereals. 

Manji liighlightshis eritryin to 
the business world the" lender 
ageof fourteen", when moslother 
children are still . "totally 
dependent on then: parents for 
their livelihood”. In the prologue, 
a significant lesson islcarntinas 
.- far as- the choice of partners is : 
concerned culminating tea point 
that he -makes subtly: "Failures 
shouldnot aclas detemngpointa. 
They should be pivotal points to 
reflect, and change attitudes. 

The bunting desire to make it . 


Title: MatUititHy Manji: 
Memtors of a Biscuit Baron 
Author: Mndmally Manji 
Publisher: Ken ways 

Publications , J99S 
Price: SK45U 

R eviewer: H inga Kyat’ scorp 
m Wanjiru 

in life coupled with what- lie 
describes ns“an i mi ntc propensity 
to gamble, taking enormous risk", 
add flavour lo his business 
acumen. 

While narrating "the war 
years" experiences and the 
business boom - contrasting the 
misery of the war and ihe fortunes 
it brings — one notes the striking 
resemblance it has to Bertolt 
Brecht’s piny Mother Courage 
Aral // f >>- Chi Idren, I n as much as 
war is unfortunate and cynical, it 
brings new opportunities'. 

In the chapter Post War Plans 
&od Dev el opm en t, he do« wt 
only explore the plans he. was 
making to expand his emerging 
busines s empire but alsoexplores 
the colonial mentality .to 
perpetuate their so called "while 
supremacy" by way of giving 
"their companies all the 
privileges from the government” 
and harassment of noh=while 
businessmen "regardlessof their 
enierpreneurial acumen and 
capital investments". 

In the Separaion and Birth of 
House of Mat\ji, he makes a 
significant point to the 
entorpreneurs especially on the 
road- to recovery and handling 
competition and rivalry, ■ 

As the story develops, Maqji 
reinforces his written work with 
piatures which serve as . visual 
aidatoenable the reader vlsunlise 
all that is being explained in 
words. Thepictures clearly show 
Hie. passage, of lime and farther 
enhance lliestoty of his successes 
and failures. 
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Yes, man 
can't live 
only on 
bread 


Rccouse of las development 
projccis aimed ut upli fling Hie 
standanlsof livingof the Hiitlilui. 
St Prilerx Chcpoknrio Church in 
Keiya dLslrict is li ighly regarded. 

The CPK eh Lire]) not only 
preaches the kingdom of heaven, 
but is deeply involved in 
development programmes lo 
support material needs of the 
faithful. 

“The Bible says 1 Man cannot 
live by bread alone' and wo in 
Keiyoalso believe that as ihesali 
of (he earth we shall, be seen 
fulfilling our prophetic. roles if 
we attend to tlie materia! needs 
of our people," says the Rev 
Solomon -Kitncli Seroncy, 

Continues the vicar of the 
church who a Iso doubles as rural 
dean: "At the moment a water 
project is in nil advanced stage at 
Chogorget village of Mosop 
location. We are laying pipes in 
the whole. vicarage so time our 
people as well as those in nearby 
communities will be able tohiive 
water next to tlieir liome steads 
vejy soon". . 

Tho church has started, a 
women's project to teach women 
how to moke simple jikos 
utilizing local materials. Women 
pay- for the project in form of 
labour. 

■ . The *Rov Seroncy says Hint 
for the last ten years his chbrch 
hi« inves ted ip a bee-hive project 
to generate income for its wort. 
There me 20 bee-hives bought 
for Hie church by the National 
.Council of Churches of Kenya 
NCCK, . 7 

Political ratlin) 

"By our church's standards, 
wo might $ay .this is our most 
mnbitious i project in that the 
honey wo. harvest has found 
ijpmcdiaie market. The people ' 
in Soiti area consider honey, not 
JIM stistainablo food.btU alsb : 
medicine as;h is said to' cure 
^oujthwg among, children." ho 
sntd. , , : ; 

; The man who; w&ortitincd* 
ua a church min is ter seVoivycnrs . 

: «gcvmys : l«do<# notbuytiu;' 

. Sbgg^tipii that xhwcli icAdfcn 
.. shouldtamain siM.UVett when 
•tn4 goyernmehl is •*'-*. 

1 ; wi” niidiah»T:thcse 

.(chitn^ilewdem) ^etlwitmitbaf 

. jdtsirtiefpreKs what 'Faulty* ■ 
imRonfon 1 3: l . whScW! h$j situa*;, 
Ejteiypfm, tuusl- olxfj}}. ihujistD^ 

l Bjt\hpr^ftci : teaalii» no juit j u^r iiy 
. exists Witirbut : Gbd>j^jife3loh 
nidkl ilWbitisiing'autHotltieti hfr? 
Mijp'ui thereby God'," say d fa 

Apcprdjiig .to him, chutch' 

t y-: 




■ . V .Jv.S’VTf. - 1 
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By Seth Musisi 


ministers were not bound by St 
Paul to support a system even 
when it persecuted or oppressed 
its people. But the church should 
■support a government that looks 
after the welfare and security of 
its people without discrimination. 

He says that tin? church had a 
dual rale — spiritual and moral. 
"I think and do believe politics 
means (he participation of 
everybody in the running of»a 
country; the church included. 
Polilicsdoes not menu filling the 
citizens with propaganda, but the 
truth for ense or governance," 
the Rev Seroncy says. 

However,* to permeate tlie 
political- realm calls for only the 
chosen church leaders whom 
Christ described rs the salt of the 
enrth. But within the church, 
there are those not com mil led 
and these are the ones who chose 
to keep quiet even if* they 
perceived that the government 
or its leaders stood to be judged 
before God. 

The cleric snys some church 
loaders were uneasy when it came 
to exposing the evils in society 
for Tear of political and- 
administrative repercussion. 

Other church loaders 
refrained from being seen n> 
government critics because they 
value material needs moro than 
spiritual needs since they looked 
lo politicians for support. 

Says live Rev Seroncy i "These 



people forget that God is calling 
upon us the faithful tocontniually 
expose the evils in society 
without fearing anybody except 
Him and indeed this is what some 
of us are doing". 

He docs not sec why some 
church leaders should shy away 
from their spiritual responsibility, 
since (he Biblc.toachas that God 
liad lo intervene when His people 
found themselves under intense 
pressure, h is here that churches 
should see the need lo confront 
the unjust systems, especially 
through preaching and speaking 
openly atseminars or workshops 
-against the ills in society. 

The- Chepkorio church 
minister snys: "Even Ihc hitman 
rights movements in the country 
are becoming more active than 
before, and this ia because the 
lenders in government do not 
espouse the tenets pf true 
democracy, and ore. instead! 
perceived to be the stumbling- 
black". 

On incnlturolionofthcgospcl. 
the Rev Seroncy thinks there is a 
possibility for the gospel to speak 
tci Africans in their own context, 
not in the language df the Western 
clergy, 

• "I think the gospel can be 
more effective if it is imparted in 
the African context so that the 
African may feel nt homo and 
comfortable", he says; 

His deanery has token the lead 


From Pag* IQ 
foundations of . otir ; beliefs 
why J; for installed, we believe in 
the dignity of the individual, how 
bur faith scui o ur si andanjg . Then, 1 
having lenriidd hoV our values 
art) funded in our faith/ we 1 
.JgJ ; help in itiating them to 
aifUcuUdecisions atWork. Where i 
fo6ab v h}uei : dro. ndl necessary 

tesgfctwi J pi[ lutti&sfobd, ;Hpw 
■do YJ, makosure ih/u hi wh|iu we 

; n ^Ohio.^vingjsint'ornlissiie ■ 


act in 


Thb Rev Solomon Seroney 

towards this goal. 

Instead, he counsels both the 
couples and their pnrcnLs to have 
simple weddings."! believe what 

is important are God's blessings, 
not the amount of money spent 
towards the ceremonies," snys 
(lie Rev Seroncy who married 
school teacher Bennah Jcnkorir 
iu 1983. 

The cleric got saved at the 
age of 17 in 1973. He had 
travelled from his home in 
Kapsengere villnge, Nandi, to 
Kisumu where a prominent 
American evangelist, T.L. 
Osborn, was preaching. 

"There, I encountered people 
who were filled with die Jtoly 
Spirit as the evangelist prayed 
for them while they continued lo 
confess their sins. He prayed for 
me and I received the Word so 
that when I returned home I 
immediately became a member 
of CPK St Luke church where I 
was appointed youth leader," 
confides the Rev Seroney. 

Two years later, he joined 
Form Onent Giinarakwa and later 
moved to Givogi Secondary 
School until 1978. Backal home 
he doubled as adult teacher and 
youth leader and was later 
promoted to Iny reader. 

He recalls that it wns the lntc 

Bishop Alexander KipsangMuge 

qf the CPK diocese of Eldqrot 
who recommended that he joins 
St Paul’s School of Divinity. He 
wns ordained church minister in 
1989. 

Prior to moving to Chepk&rio, . 
the Rev Seroney served as a 
deacon of Kipkabus parish, n 
priest in Nandi Hills and rural 
dean in Kapsnbci. 

The Rev Seroncy. has five 
children, three gjrls and two boys. 


Here's how to 
cleanse the 
police force 




' v- ' y-y w»ug. 

I mortjl wsuq#;burihonj are many 

i* ■ • * * * * 1 *• • 


thousand more issues which nro 
far more relevant," 

The second level is helping 

tlw company .think about what 

values ought to guide il§ actions. 
For. that. ■ Christians need to 
identify their allies (who 
: sotheiimes will include the chief 
. executive ; officer) and, take' 
counsel together,: and no(, just 
, With. Other .Christ jaris, . for there 
*. nlij, many others whose virtues 
;• ; overlap; ."* 

''When We begin lo think that 
person dan'l 'make a 
; difference, we are in refrttrouble," 
• Loiyoth says. "There nro eariugh 
•• persons out there j' Q 



From Page 12 
"The four-day seminar wns 
very- helpful to us. We had two 
officers coming from United 
Kingdom and the USA 
representing born-again police 
officers there. They shared their 
experience with us and we Icaml 
a lot from them". Kiraithc said. 

ALthe end of the seminar, the 
Kenya Police Christian 
Association (KPCA) was 
officially launched by Police 
Commissioner Shedrack Kiniki, 
who is also o. born-again 
Christian. He is the patron of the 
association. 

Pressed (o explain Why it had 
taken so long to h live the 
association registered, Kiraithe 
said members do not want any 
short cut and that they arc 
following the normal channels 
in seeking registration. 

"We arc- not a* church nor a 
sect. We arc just policemen and 
women wlio are saved and who 
fee] there is need to encourage 
one another. We are praying, 
meeting and holding fellowships 
while wailing for registration. • 
We've a committee of six persons 
who are carrying out the day-to- 
dny running of the association.” 
he told me during an hour-long 
interview. 

Tha, interim .committee is 
composed of born-ngain 
Christians somcof whom are not 
in the police force but- are 
instrumental in guid ing members 
of the armed forces. 

The committee has some 
police reservists and others from 
lhoOeneral Service Unit (GSU). 
Tha Police. Commissioner is in 
the committee which meets once 
n month and holds fellowship nt 
the chapel of the Central Police 
Station, Family members of the 
bom again Christians also join 
the officers during the 
fellowship. 

Kiraitlje said the association 
draws its members front all die 
armsoflhepolice force including 
the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID), GSU, 

Security Intelligence and the 
Police Reserve, 

I was keen to know what effect 
the association has . in the 
improvement (he battered image 



tjolloclively moke a difference." 

Sometimes people think the 
bosacxpecis them to cut corners! 
That uiay.nol be thio, especially 
now- since courts are holding 
directors personally responsible 
for; malfeasance! It's worth 
Itiqking lip the company's code 
of conduct or mission statement, 

. McKnight, for : instance, 
tracked down his bank’s rriissioii 
.statement and pointed pur that it 
. wnsn 1 living up to its words in 
promoting women. equally* . 

• "fi V easy to prencli about 
eihical change, but ifsrfeally hard 
la inov o from A to B . ’ ‘ spy s Kcy ip. 
Flcjcher, athenlugy tip’idutite Wh : * 


is responsible for the programme, 
Tlie ccumenical Taskforce oh 
the Churches and Corporate 
Responsibility and the Uijitcd 
Church *8 Division of Finance 
raise ethiqal' issues with Canadian 
companies, both privately aind at 
shareholders meetings. Such- 
discussions were at least pally 
responsible! for- changing 
corporate policies toward South 
Africa. Tlie Taskforce 's job, snys 
Bill Davis, a staff member is to 
help companies recognize moral 
aiid elhibii (issues " and be par fof 
thi awlrfclifor aitblutiom" r • - 1 ' 
If hobody buys,jhose with no-' 
ethic* will eventually' have- no 
dollars, Courtesy of Observer 


MrJ.li. Kiraithe 

of tiic police force. 

"We’re just too young u 
we're laying the foundation for 
what wc believe will be a very 
importnnt mission in improving 
the- image of die police force, " 
says Kiraithe, 

Among tltosc in- the six-man 
committee is Chief Inspector 
Anne Kamau^whoisbasraatiiie 
Police headquarters. Currently, 
sheis manning a small secretariat 
at the headquarters. 

“If all those policemen and 
women in the Kenya Police, who 
are saved come together there 
will be definitely some change in 
- the force," Kiraithe emphasised, 
It ia for this reason that' the 
association is trying to change 
police officers wlio are not yet 
saved. They invite them to tha 
fellowship in the chapel and urge 
them to accept Christ, not only to 
do their work-belter but also for 
lhu life after death. 

“I'm totally convinced that if 
we’ve more born-again 
Christians thepoliceforce ia this 
.country will be completely 
different,” liejnys. 

Kiraithe, who has been in- 
charge of several police division! 
including* q province said his 
Christian belief has not been a 
barrier to the performance ofhis 
duties. He has been getting along 
well with all those below and 
above him. 

While- admitting that some 
police officers are corrupt. I» 
saw his mission and other born- 
again- officers ns being* to tell 
those who are corrupt that bribery 
is bad besides being illogal.Thoy 
preach to the wayward officer*- 
and some liavc changed for ll» 
better. 

The Assistant Commissioner 
secs e ■ bright future for lh* 
association as shown by *1* 

. that everyday they continue in 
receive calls from interested- 
officers wishing lo join. 

Kiraithe, who belongs to th» 
Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa (PCEA), says there Is no 
church he does not frequent. He 
is against those who take tne 
church to be -everything- H® 

■laments that for. some peopk 
cliurehattendancc isjiist arowi 

or they go to church because IMr 
want to gain in sonic way ot 
. another and ndt necessarily 10 * 

saved, 
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Tom learns not to 
wish anybody evil 




Tom, a Standard Five pupil nt 
Twajengn Primary School wus u 
very mischievous boy. He would 
pUy tricks on his friends and 
even adults. He never look school 
»ork seriously hut he hated being 
punished. 

One day Tom went to school 
30 minutes laic and found the 
English teacher, who was tlicduty 
master that week, nt I he gate. The 
reason for being at the gate was 
tt intercept late comers and have 
them punished. "Why are you 
lueTom?" the teacher asked. 

"I was not feeling well in the 
morning. I hnd a terrible 
headache. That is why I anr laic”, 
Tom said.* Bui it was a lie. The 
truth was that lie hnd.overslcpt, 
"You will have to be punished 
so that tomorrow you can come 
toschool on lime. You wil l spend 
three hours slashing the grass 
behind the headmaster's office. 
Go to the storekeeper and ask 
him for a slasher,” the* teacher 
Slid. 

“Can'tyou forgive me? I will 
not come late tomorrow,’* Tom 
pleaded. 

“I can forgive you but l won ’ t 
because you hove been laic for 
the past one. week. You must 
kim lo take school seriously." 
the teacher said and waved him 
•way. 

Tom felt very bitter. He hated 
slashing grass and. he could not 
forgive the teacher for 
condemning him to. that work. 
But he had nothing to do. As 
toger increased he walked to the 
flora, asked; for a slasher and 
**fll behind the headmaster's 
office where ho wos lo slosh the 
grass. 

It was a long tuff of grass and 
oy jhe lime three hours wore over 
Tom had slashed only a little of it 
fid was yery tired. The teacher 
croe to find out how he was 
progressing, "You tire playing 
wound instead of working Tom, 
are only waiting for three 
■JJJ* lo end. Now you -won't 
r e [fire* hour punishment; 
oop^nislmicnLwlll now require 
you to *8 lash dll. the grass," the 
tocher said. 

i "Bui that is. unfair. You are 

^ om P ro(es fori. 

, N, 0 *. 1 afoonly tiying to mould 
jS»dcih M noiil ofyou.lt is for 
^fown good," the teacher said 
^y/Blked away. 

Tom worked on the grass for 
* j!"? ■ ? L J5 , hoUrs - By *0 lime he 
_ .mtqugh he was exhausted 
btuidrs had formed on his 
,3. Sweat had, wet his shirt 
Wirthadsiuckonhlsdothes. . 
Wn Ihe tocher went to inspect 
and he 

imuti^ 1 * 1 • w ll^ pOnishmcut 
him to come to 
^ onrly. at all times. . 

|f. bau'lif hmde Tom 

teadrer. He 

■SaSft. *«,■ K must: do 

^rige-. He'dldh'l 
bur ^ ,ly ' vl,al *1? 'would do 

®^! h : t «hohe'.wi«W:he- 

i. ii lh ' - a y sla, ^T°m came up 

FQS 1 - ^ Before leaving, 

•pepper- which hii 


By David Karanla 

some 111 ;i phistie paper hag and 
put ii in his pocket and lie left for 
school. 

Al,_school he look the 
blackboard duster from where it 
wns usually kept on a shelf and 
went out with it. He hid behind 
the classroom where nobody 
could sec him and took out the 
pepper from his pocket. 

Tom rubbed the powder 
pepper on the duster such that n 
lot of it got embedded on the 
spongy surface. Then he threw 
awny the remaining pepper and 
put the duster in his pocket. He 
walked hack to class and relumed 
the duster back lo its place 
without anybody noticing. The 
first lesson that day was English 
and it was only 20 minutes away. 

Tom was confident that his 
plan -would work. He knew the 
•English teacher would start by 
aski ng a few questions, (lien write 
things on the blackboard and then 
take the duster and rub it off 
before proceeding with the 
lesson. 

Unlike the other teachers, lie 
did not ask anybody to rub the 
board. It was m this singe Tom 
knew his revenge would work. 
The teacher would be choked by 
the pepper which would mix with 
chalk dust. and get into his nose 
nnd eyes. 

When the tcaclier finally came 
lo class he followed his usual 
routine. Hcaskcd questions after 
which he wrote the answers on 
(he blackboard. 

Bui at (his point he deviated 
from his normal belmviour. His 
eyes rested on Tom who was 
seated in the middle row. 

“Come over Tom and rub the 
blackboard," (he teacher said. 
Tom panicked. The smile (hut 

had formed on !his face in 
anticipation of drama as (he 
•pepper choked the teacher 
quickly faded nnd was replaced 
by worry. He .just gazed at the 
teacher without saying anything. 

“I said you come and rub the 
blackboard Tom, can't you hear 
me?" the teacher shouted. 

Tom wondered what lo do. 
He knew that disobeying a 
. lenchercoiild cam him six strokes 
of the cane. He also knew that if 
he rubbed the bonrd he would be 
Chocked by the pepper. He 
decided to avoid the strokes. So 
he rose from his sent and moved 


Famine tool 

From Page 2 

experiencing a growing wave of 
well-organised cattle tuslling in 
which thousands of livestock 
Vanish in military-precision* 
operations. Such activities, 
whether by commission of 
ommision, leaVe thousands of 
potential voters without their 
sources of financial revenue or 
food. , - : 


In llic hkiL klVi.irJ. 

He trial limiliilk-bU*ktinard 
as gently as he could to avoid the 
chalk dust bang contaminated 
by the pepper. Rut try as he may, 
the dust begun to irritate his nose 
and soon his eyes loo began to 
itch.Bel'ure very long he begun lo 

cough and tears rullcd down his 
eyes. Finally he had to put the 
duster down and stop rubbing 
the board. "Whut is the mniior?" 
the teacher risked, .shucked. 

"I don't know," Turn said ns 
lie continued coughing and 
wiping terns from his eyes. 

Although nolmdy crime to 
know the truth. Turn hud learned 
n lesson: lhu! one should never 
plan evil against another peisrm 
as it can bounce buck on him. 





Theft plan lands 
boys in trouble 
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By Okoko Tervll 

Junta. Mulik nnd Muli used to go 
fishing together. One duy. they 
left very early in the morning. 
Their pnrenis never wnnied them 
logo fishing on their own but the 
boys did not take heed. This day, 
they had a new plan; to go nnd 
steal fish from Mbogo's fish 
pond. 

Mbogo was a rich former. He 
owned large plantations qf 
sugarcane, a big orchard and n 
fish-pond. In his pond, he reared 
lilnpin which he sold to big fish- 
processing companies. 

Mbogo also kept fierce ilogs 
and he had harsh watchmen. His 
farm was well fenced, nnd it was 
not easy for one lo get into the 
form without being not iced either 
by the watchmen or by the dogs. 

The three cheeky boys 
. decided to sneak into the larin 
and steal fish. They climbed over 


" ,uc i « oiauutii ume pupil at [vi a tin primary school 1 |B||w ana 1,110 |,,e mnn. 

Mworclsfrom the 

wqra ALLUKDJNliLY . pond. Then each of them lltrew 

Can you find words in the grid above horizontally, his fishing line in ihc water. 


vertically and diagonally? 


The water wns very clear and 
they could seu fish swimming in 


. TIiU 'ignominious spectacle 
slibuld be seon in Hie back drop 
of the fact that through ycafs of 
political.-. scheming nnd .master 

ma . „ plttni.foe bottom line is "scratch 

in' foodl He pojjrpd I my bbfck I scratch yours". . . 
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the pond. This made the boys 
excited. Malik urged Jumu and 
Muli lo jump into the pond so 
(lint they could catch the fish 
using their hands instead of the 
liaoks. They kept theirclolhcs by 
the pond and then jumped into 
.the water. 

Mbogo used to throw food 
into the pond for Ihc fish without 
him getting into the water. This 
made Ihc fish believe that 
whatever enters the pond is food 
for 1 Item. 

Immediately the boys touched 
water, fish, both big and small 
hurried to meet (hem. Not 
-knowing wliai was to come, the 
boys got pretty linppy that fish 
were so good that they can just 
let up lo be caught. 

Tlie fish loo got so excited, 
lliatlhis day Mbogo hndsupplied 
them with big chunks of food. . 
The fish started biting the boys 
while wondering what n nice fenst 
this wjw going to be. 

The fish bit llu- boys so hard 
Hint ihey started crying for help. 
The pond was so deep and tha 
boys could jioi swim well. They 
. nearly drowned when one of 
Mbogo 's watchmen heard the 
noise tuid ran' to the fish pond. 

On arrival, the watchman saw 
the three boys struggling inside 
the writer lo evade biles from the 
fish. He came with the dogs nnd 
hurriedly jumped into the water 
to rescue, the boys boih from 
drowning and the fish biles. 

The dogs on the other hand 
picked the boys’ clothes and ran 
with them lo Mbogo’s house 
where they deposited them. 
When the l»ys came out of the 
. pond, they were surprised to find 
that their efothes were missing. 

1 Hie wnichman led the. three 
nuked hoys to Mbogo's house. 
When Mbogo saw the boys, hu 
suggested that they be cnqed 
thoroughly for their wicked deed. 

Tlie hoys were enned and told 
to walk homo naked. On Ihe way 
home, girls came out from 
various homes to sec thrim. 
Everybody laughed and jeered m 
the naughty boys as they walked 
home naked. 

At I101 lie, the three boys were 
punished further by their father* 
by making I hem slcepout without 
clothes in the cold fort won ights. 
It look a little over two ^ weeks for 
their wounds to heal as they 
regretted their errant belmviour. 









































































































